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SRI LANKA



Country Fact Sheet

SRI LANKA
• Sri Lanka is an Island in the Indian

Ocean, off the south-eastern coast 

of India. It is about the size of Ireland. It 

is about 28 kilometers (18 mi.) . 

• Population is about 20 million. 

The Sinhalese, make up 74.9% of the 

population . Tamils are 15.4% . Most 

Sinhalese are Buddhist; most Tamils 

are Hindu.

• Official Languages: Sinhala and Tamil.



Administrative Authorities

Administrative Authorities in Sri Lanka as
shown in the following Table are responsible for
Food Administration of food categories and
related stage of production.



Sector Products Imported Domestic

Ministry Of Health/ 

Directorate General of 

Health Services

Food Products Food Control 

Administration of *MoH

(FCA)

FCA

Ministry/Department of Ministry/Department of Ministry/Department of Ministry/Department of 

Agriculture  (MOA)Agriculture  (MOA)Agriculture  (MOA)Agriculture  (MOA)

Primary products of agriculture Primary products of agriculture Primary products of agriculture Primary products of agriculture Food Control Administration Food Control Administration Food Control Administration Food Control Administration 

of *of *of *of *MoHMoHMoHMoH (FCA)(FCA)(FCA)(FCA)

MOA and FCA MOA and FCA MOA and FCA MOA and FCA 

Department of Animal Department of Animal Department of Animal Department of Animal 

Production & HealthProduction & HealthProduction & HealthProduction & Health

(DAP &H)(DAP &H)(DAP &H)(DAP &H)

Animal HusbandryAnimal HusbandryAnimal HusbandryAnimal Husbandry

Milk ProductsMilk ProductsMilk ProductsMilk Products

DAP&H and DAP&H and DAP&H and DAP&H and FCAFCAFCAFCA DAP&H and DAP&H and DAP&H and DAP&H and FCAFCAFCAFCA

Coconut Development Coconut Development Coconut Development Coconut Development 

Authority (CDA)Authority (CDA)Authority (CDA)Authority (CDA)

Coconuts & Coconuts & Coconuts & Coconuts & Their  ProductsTheir  ProductsTheir  ProductsTheir  Products FCA and CDAFCA and CDAFCA and CDAFCA and CDA FCA and CDAFCA and CDAFCA and CDAFCA and CDA

Tea Board (TB)Tea Board (TB)Tea Board (TB)Tea Board (TB) Manufactured Tea Manufactured Tea Manufactured Tea Manufactured Tea FCA and TBFCA and TBFCA and TBFCA and TB FCA and TBFCA and TBFCA and TBFCA and TB

Ministry/Department of Ministry/Department of Ministry/Department of Ministry/Department of 

Fisheries (MDF)Fisheries (MDF)Fisheries (MDF)Fisheries (MDF)

Fish and Fish Related Fish and Fish Related Fish and Fish Related Fish and Fish Related Products Products Products Products FCAFCAFCAFCA MDF and FCAMDF and FCAMDF and FCAMDF and FCA

Excise Department (ED)Excise Department (ED)Excise Department (ED)Excise Department (ED) Alcoholic BeveragesAlcoholic BeveragesAlcoholic BeveragesAlcoholic Beverages ED/CustomsED/CustomsED/CustomsED/Customs EDEDEDED

Ministry of Local Government Ministry of Local Government Ministry of Local Government Ministry of Local Government 

(MoLG)(MoLG)(MoLG)(MoLG)

General Food Safety and General Food Safety and General Food Safety and General Food Safety and 

Standards (implementation)Standards (implementation)Standards (implementation)Standards (implementation)

Sri Lanka Standards 

Institution (SLSI) Established 

Under Sri Lanka Standards 

Institution Act No. 6 of 1984.

Formulation Of Voluntary & 

Mandatory Standards General 

National Standards Of Consumer 

And Industrial Products 

Including Food

SLSI FCA and SLSI

Consumer Affairs Authority Consumer Affairs Authority Consumer Affairs Authority Consumer Affairs Authority 

(CAA) (CAA) (CAA) (CAA) Established Under the Established Under the Established Under the Established Under the 

Consumer Affairs Authority Act Consumer Affairs Authority Act Consumer Affairs Authority Act Consumer Affairs Authority Act 

No. 9 of 2003No. 9 of 2003No. 9 of 2003No. 9 of 2003

Promotion of Promotion of Promotion of Promotion of Effective Completion Effective Completion Effective Completion Effective Completion 

and Protection of Consumers: and Protection of Consumers: and Protection of Consumers: and Protection of Consumers: 

Regulation Of Internal TradeRegulation Of Internal TradeRegulation Of Internal TradeRegulation Of Internal Trade

FCAFCAFCAFCA CAACAACAACAA



Director General of Health Services

The Chief Food Authority is Director General of Health Services under Ministry of

Health. It is the apex body responsible for the country’s Food Control

Administration (FCA). The Food Advisory Committee recommends the standards

and regulations to be adopted by the Government.

Sri Lanka Standards Institute

Sri Lanka Standards institute (SLSI) plays an integral role with the FCA and in

formulation of National Standards under the Food Act. The Standards of the SLSI

are mostly voluntary. Some of them are declared mandatory for verification of

standard parameters at the point of import.

The SLSI has mutual agreements with standards setting bodies of the exporting

countries that certify the products exported from selected countries. Based on the

certification of those bodies and verification checks carried out at national level the

SLSI releases those products for further inspection and verification of FCA as far as

food products are concerned



MAIN MAIN MAIN MAIN LEGISLATIONLEGISLATIONLEGISLATIONLEGISLATION

i) The The The The Food Act No. 26 of  1980Food Act No. 26 of  1980Food Act No. 26 of  1980Food Act No. 26 of  1980
• The Food Act No. 26 of 1980 amended by Food (Amendment) Act

No. 20 of 1991 is the most important regulation and is
administered by FCA of Ministry of Health.

PartPartPartPart IIII ofofofof tttthehehehe FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct providesprovidesprovidesprovides forforforfor prohibitionprohibitionprohibitionprohibition inininin respectrespectrespectrespect ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood
relatedrelatedrelatedrelated totototo::::
a) Additives.

b) Fitness for Human Consumption.

c) Cleanliness.

d) Adulteration.

e) Sanitary conditions.



Part II Part II Part II Part II of  of  of  of  the Food Act the Food Act the Food Act the Food Act includes provisions for establishment of  includes provisions for establishment of  includes provisions for establishment of  includes provisions for establishment of  
Administration Administration Administration Administration ::::

a) Establishment of a Food Advisory Committee (FAC).

b) Designating Director General of Health Services as the Chief
Food Authority (CFA).

e) Providing for Food Authorities under the Food Act; viz.
Director General of Customs for imported foods; Chief
Medical Officer of Health (CMOH) for the Colombo Municipal
area; and Local Authorities (Urban Councils and Pradheshiya
Sabhas etc.).

PartPartPartPart IIIIIIIIIIII ofofofof thethethethe FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct providesprovidesprovidesprovides forforforfor naturenaturenaturenature ofofofof offencesoffencesoffencesoffences underunderunderunder thethethethe
FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct andandandand punishmentpunishmentpunishmentpunishment....

PartPartPartPart IVIVIVIV ofofofof thethethethe FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct providesprovidesprovidesprovides ppppprotectionprotectionprotectionprotection forforforfor actionactionactionaction takentakentakentaken inininin
goodgoodgoodgood faithfaithfaithfaith;;;; finesfinesfinesfines etcetcetcetc....



ii))))Regulations have been made  Under Section 32 Of  Regulations have been made  Under Section 32 Of  Regulations have been made  Under Section 32 Of  Regulations have been made  Under Section 32 Of  
The Food ActThe Food ActThe Food ActThe Food Act

1) Miscellaneous Regulation 
2) Hygiene
3) Food Standards
4) Non-nutritive sweeteners
5) Milk Standards
6) Additional Approved Analyst Regulations
7) Iodization of  Salt
8) Microbiological Analyst 
9) Labeling & Miscellaneous
10)Preservatives
11) Genetically Modified Foods
12) Bread Standards
13) Food (Labeling & Advertising) Regulation – 2005
14) Irradiation
15) Coloring Substances 
16) Bottled or Package Water
17) Adoption of  SL Standards
18)Antioxidants



Summary of  Food StandardsSummary of  Food StandardsSummary of  Food StandardsSummary of  Food Standards
• AboutAboutAboutAbout 70707070 CommoditiesCommoditiesCommoditiesCommodities areareareare coveredcoveredcoveredcovered underunderunderunder thethethethe FoodFoodFoodFood
StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards asasasas perperperper RegulationsRegulationsRegulationsRegulations ofofofof 1991199119911991....

• TheseTheseTheseThese compositecompositecompositecomposite regulationsregulationsregulationsregulations areareareare beingbeingbeingbeing graduallygraduallygraduallygradually
divideddivideddivideddivided intointointointo separateseparateseparateseparate categoriescategoriescategoriescategories suchsuchsuchsuch asasasas ‘oils‘oils‘oils‘oils andandandand
fats’,fats’,fats’,fats’, Cereals,Cereals,Cereals,Cereals, PulsesPulsesPulsesPulses andandandand Legumes,Legumes,Legumes,Legumes, SpicesSpicesSpicesSpices andandandand
condimentscondimentscondimentscondiments etcetcetcetc....,,,, keepingkeepingkeepingkeeping inininin linelinelineline withwithwithwith thethethethe CodexCodexCodexCodex
GuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelinesGuidelines andandandand StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards....

• MostMostMostMost ofofofof thesethesethesethese RegulationsRegulationsRegulationsRegulations areareareare inininin formulationformulationformulationformulation stagesstagesstagesstages
andandandand theytheytheythey willwillwillwill bebebebe publishedpublishedpublishedpublished inininin Sinhala,Sinhala,Sinhala,Sinhala, TamilTamilTamilTamil andandandand
EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish languageslanguageslanguageslanguages onceonceonceonce theytheytheythey areareareare finalizedfinalizedfinalizedfinalized bybybyby thethethethe
DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment ofofofof LegalLegalLegalLegal DraftsmanDraftsmanDraftsmanDraftsman....



Laws and Regulations Related to

Food Additives

OVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEW
� According to Food Additives  (General) Regulations yet to be published (currently According to Food Additives  (General) Regulations yet to be published (currently According to Food Additives  (General) Regulations yet to be published (currently According to Food Additives  (General) Regulations yet to be published (currently 

in draft form) "Food additive" means any safe substance that is intentionally in draft form) "Food additive" means any safe substance that is intentionally in draft form) "Food additive" means any safe substance that is intentionally in draft form) "Food additive" means any safe substance that is intentionally 
introduced into introduced into introduced into introduced into in  in  in  in  a food in small a food in small a food in small a food in small quantities.quantities.quantities.quantities.

� Food Additives can be used to affect the food's Food Additives can be used to affect the food's Food Additives can be used to affect the food's Food Additives can be used to affect the food's keeping quality, texture, keeping quality, texture, keeping quality, texture, keeping quality, texture, 
consistency, appearance, consistency, appearance, consistency, appearance, consistency, appearance, odour, odour, odour, odour, taste, alkalinity or acidity or to serve any other taste, alkalinity or acidity or to serve any other taste, alkalinity or acidity or to serve any other taste, alkalinity or acidity or to serve any other 
technological technological technological technological function. function. function. function. 
They include :They include :They include :They include :

� Preservative, Preservative, Preservative, Preservative, 
� Coloring Substance, Coloring Substance, Coloring Substance, Coloring Substance, 
� Flavouring Substance, Flavouring Substance, Flavouring Substance, Flavouring Substance, 
� Flavour EnhancerFlavour EnhancerFlavour EnhancerFlavour Enhancer
� Antioxidant, Antioxidant, Antioxidant, Antioxidant, 
� Emulsifying And Stabilizing Agent, Emulsifying And Stabilizing Agent, Emulsifying And Stabilizing Agent, Emulsifying And Stabilizing Agent, 
� Sweetener And Food Conditioner, Sweetener And Food Conditioner, Sweetener And Food Conditioner, Sweetener And Food Conditioner, 

But  do not But  do not But  do not But  do not include nutrient supplement, incidental constituent or common salt.include nutrient supplement, incidental constituent or common salt.include nutrient supplement, incidental constituent or common salt.include nutrient supplement, incidental constituent or common salt.



Food Additives: 

Highlights Of Provisions

• FunctionalFunctionalFunctionalFunctional classesclassesclassesclasses ofofofof FoodFoodFoodFood AdditivesAdditivesAdditivesAdditives asasasas perperperper thethethethe TableTableTableTable providedprovidedprovidedprovided bybybyby thethethethe
CodexCodexCodexCodex areareareare consideredconsideredconsideredconsidered inininin thethethethe SriSriSriSri LankanLankanLankanLankan standardsstandardsstandardsstandards withwithwithwith thethethethe relevantrelevantrelevantrelevant INSINSINSINS
numbersnumbersnumbersnumbers....

• Permitted Food Additives are prescribed with their Maximum Limits Permitted Food Additives are prescribed with their Maximum Limits Permitted Food Additives are prescribed with their Maximum Limits Permitted Food Additives are prescribed with their Maximum Limits 
under the Food Additives Regulations in Sri Lanka. They are invariably under the Food Additives Regulations in Sri Lanka. They are invariably under the Food Additives Regulations in Sri Lanka. They are invariably under the Food Additives Regulations in Sri Lanka. They are invariably 
based on the Codex Limits prescribedbased on the Codex Limits prescribedbased on the Codex Limits prescribedbased on the Codex Limits prescribed....

• The The The The recommended list of  the Codex and evaluations carried out by recommended list of  the Codex and evaluations carried out by recommended list of  the Codex and evaluations carried out by recommended list of  the Codex and evaluations carried out by 
Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) is consulted before Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) is consulted before Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) is consulted before Joint Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) is consulted before 
approval of  any Food Additive in Sri Lankaapproval of  any Food Additive in Sri Lankaapproval of  any Food Additive in Sri Lankaapproval of  any Food Additive in Sri Lanka....

• The The The The labelling labelling labelling labelling of  food additives is governed by the Food of  food additives is governed by the Food of  food additives is governed by the Food of  food additives is governed by the Food (Labelling (Labelling (Labelling (Labelling & & & & 
Advertising) Regulation Advertising) Regulation Advertising) Regulation Advertising) Regulation –––– 2005 in Sri Lanka2005 in Sri Lanka2005 in Sri Lanka2005 in Sri Lanka....

• Assessment of  food additives as such is not carried in Sri Lanka and Assessment of  food additives as such is not carried in Sri Lanka and Assessment of  food additives as such is not carried in Sri Lanka and Assessment of  food additives as such is not carried in Sri Lanka and 
there there there there has has has has been no need for such assessments.been no need for such assessments.been no need for such assessments.been no need for such assessments.



FLAVORS
As Per Draft Flavor Regulations 

CATEGORIES

i. “Natural Aromatic Raw Natural Aromatic Raw Natural Aromatic Raw Natural Aromatic Raw 
Material’ Material’ Material’ Material’ 

ii.ii.ii.ii. ““““Natural Natural Natural Natural Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring 
Concentrate” Concentrate” Concentrate” Concentrate” 

iii.iii.iii.iii. ““““Natural Natural Natural Natural Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring 
Substance” Substance” Substance” Substance” 

iv.iv.iv.iv. ““““NatureNatureNatureNature----Identical Identical Identical Identical Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring 
Substance” Substance” Substance” Substance” 

v.v.v.v. ““““Artificial Artificial Artificial Artificial Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring Flavouring 
SubstanceSubstanceSubstanceSubstance” ” ” ” 

Negative List of Flavors
i. Aloin.

ii.ii.ii.ii. BeberineBeberineBeberineBeberine....
iii.iii.iii.iii. BetaBetaBetaBeta---- AzaroneAzaroneAzaroneAzarone....
iv.iv.iv.iv. Cade Cade Cade Cade oiloiloiloil....
v.v.v.v. Calamus Calamus Calamus Calamus oil.oil.oil.oil.
vi.vi.vi.vi. Coumarin Coumarin Coumarin Coumarin and and and and 

dihydrocoumarin.dihydrocoumarin.dihydrocoumarin.dihydrocoumarin.
vii.vii.vii.vii. Diethylene Diethylene Diethylene Diethylene glycol.glycol.glycol.glycol.
viii.viii.viii.viii. Monoethyl Monoethyl Monoethyl Monoethyl ether.ether.ether.ether.
ix.ix.ix.ix. Ethyl Ethyl Ethyl Ethyl Methyl Ketone.Methyl Ketone.Methyl Ketone.Methyl Ketone.
x.x.x.x. EthylEthylEthylEthyl----3333----PhenylglicidatePhenylglicidatePhenylglicidatePhenylglicidate....
xi.xi.xi.xi. Eugeny Eugeny Eugeny Eugeny methyl ether.methyl ether.methyl ether.methyl ether.
xii.xii.xii.xii. Methyl Methyl Methyl Methyl Napthyl ketone.Napthyl ketone.Napthyl ketone.Napthyl ketone.
xiii.xiii.xiii.xiii. Saffrole Saffrole Saffrole Saffrole and Isosaffrole.and Isosaffrole.and Isosaffrole.and Isosaffrole.
xiv.xiv.xiv.xiv. SantoninSantoninSantoninSantonin....
xv.xv.xv.xv. Sassafras Sassafras Sassafras Sassafras oil.oil.oil.oil.
xvi.xvi.xvi.xvi. ThujoneThujoneThujoneThujone, Isothujone, alpha , Isothujone, alpha , Isothujone, alpha , Isothujone, alpha 

and betathujoneand betathujoneand betathujoneand betathujone....
xvii.xvii.xvii.xvii. Tonka Tonka Tonka Tonka bean.bean.bean.bean.



There are a number of food products in which flavour 

enhancers are prohibited as per the draft regulations 

Schedule III.

ListListListList OfOfOfOf PlantPlantPlantPlant OrOrOrOr AnimalAnimalAnimalAnimal SourcesSourcesSourcesSources ForForForFor FlavoringFlavoringFlavoringFlavoring
AgentsAgentsAgentsAgents....

NoNoNoNo suchsuchsuchsuch classificationclassificationclassificationclassification hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen mademademademade inininin anyanyanyany ofofofof thethethethe regulationsregulationsregulationsregulations ofofofof SriSriSriSri
LankaLankaLankaLanka althoughalthoughalthoughalthough thethethethe followingfollowingfollowingfollowing provisionprovisionprovisionprovision hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen mademademademade inininin thethethethe FoodFoodFoodFood
(Additives(Additives(Additives(Additives –––– FlavoringFlavoringFlavoringFlavoring andandandand FlavorFlavorFlavorFlavor enhancers)enhancers)enhancers)enhancers) RegulationsRegulationsRegulationsRegulations (Draft(Draft(Draft(Draft))))::::

“The“The“The“The labellabellabellabel onononon orororor attachedattachedattachedattached totototo aaaa packagepackagepackagepackage ofofofof aaaa naturalnaturalnaturalnatural flavoringflavoringflavoringflavoring shallshallshallshall
includeincludeincludeinclude thethethethe statementstatementstatementstatement “NATURAL“NATURAL“NATURAL“NATURAL (here(here(here(here insertinsertinsertinsert descriptiondescriptiondescriptiondescription ofofofof flavor)flavor)flavor)flavor)
FLAVORING”FLAVORING”FLAVORING”FLAVORING” orororor aaaa similarsimilarsimilarsimilar statementstatementstatementstatement....””””



Processing Aids
Currently NO Regulation is in place.Currently NO Regulation is in place.Currently NO Regulation is in place.Currently NO Regulation is in place.

The The The The Inventory of  Processing Aids compiled and adopted by Inventory of  Processing Aids compiled and adopted by Inventory of  Processing Aids compiled and adopted by Inventory of  Processing Aids compiled and adopted by 
the Codex Alimentarius Commission is the Codex Alimentarius Commission is the Codex Alimentarius Commission is the Codex Alimentarius Commission is consulted.consulted.consulted.consulted.

• The inventory contains the following:

• Category – functional effect classification.

• Processing Aid – the chemical name and description of the 
substance used.

• Area of Utilization.

• Level of Residues.

• Interaction with food.

• JECFA evaluation.



Carry Over

• ““““CarryCarryCarryCarry Over”Over”Over”Over” isisisis defineddefineddefineddefined asasasas thethethethe
presencepresencepresencepresence ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood additivesadditivesadditivesadditives inininin foodfoodfoodfood asasasas aaaa
resultresultresultresult ofofofof thethethethe useuseuseuse ofofofof rawrawrawraw materialmaterialmaterialmaterial orororor
otherotherotherother ingredientsingredientsingredientsingredients inininin whichwhichwhichwhich thesethesethesethese
additivesadditivesadditivesadditives werewerewerewere usedusedusedused....



PRESERVATIVES

• The present regulation for Food Preservatives
is under revision.

• Schedule 1 of “Food Preservative Regulation”
provides list of Permitted Food Preservatives
along with INS number. 11 Food preservatives
are permitted.



Column 1 

         

 Column II  

Permitted 

Preservative 

   

      INS No. Alternative form in which 

the permitted preservative 

may be used (to be 

calculated 

as the permitted 

preservative shown in 

Column I) 

            INS No. 

1.  Sorbic acid   200  Sodium sorbate    201 

      Potassium sorbate   202 

      Calcium sorbate   203 

2 . Benzoic acid   210  Sodium benzoate   211 

      Potassium benzoate   212 

      Calcium benzoate   213 

3.  Sulphur dioxide  220  Sodium sulphite   221 

      Sodium hydrogen sulphite  222 

      Sodium metabisulphite   223 

      Potassium metabisulphite  224 

      Potassium sulphite   225 

      Potassium hydrogen sulphite  228 

      Calcium sulphite   226 

      Calcium hydrogen sulphite  227 

4.  Biphenyl, Diphenyl  230 

5.  Orthophenylphenol  231  Sodium orthophenylphenate  232    

6.  Nisin    234 

7. Potassium nitrite  249 

8. Sodium nitrite  250 

9. Sodium nitrate  251 

10.Potassium nitrate  252 

11Propionic acid  280  Sodium propionate   281 

      Calcium propionate   282 

      Potassium propionate   283 



ScheduleScheduleScheduleSchedule IIIIIIII providesprovidesprovidesprovides listlistlistlist ofofofof articlesarticlesarticlesarticles ofofofof FoodFoodFoodFood
whichwhichwhichwhich maymaymaymay containcontaincontaincontain PermittedPermittedPermittedPermitted PreservativePreservativePreservativePreservative
andandandand thethethethe NatureNatureNatureNature andandandand QuantityQuantityQuantityQuantity ofofofof thethethethe PermittedPermittedPermittedPermitted
PreservativePreservativePreservativePreservative inininin eacheacheacheach casecasecasecase....



Permitted COLORS
A.  Synthetic Colors A.  Synthetic Colors A.  Synthetic Colors A.  Synthetic Colors 

As Per Coloring Substances RegulationsAs Per Coloring Substances RegulationsAs Per Coloring Substances RegulationsAs Per Coloring Substances Regulations

Color Common Name Color Index INS Number 

Red Carmosine 

Ponceau  4R 

Erythrosine  

14720 

16255 

45430 

122 

124 

127 

Yellow Sunset Yellow FCF 

Tartrazine  

15985 

19140 

110 

102 

Blue Indigo Carmine 

Brilliant Blue FCF 

73015 

42090 

132 

133 

Green Green S 44090 142 

 

Synthetic dyes specified in Table 1 shall conform to the following standard- 

 

Pure dye minimum     85.0% 

Water insoluble matter maximum     0.1% 

Subsidiary dye maximum      4.0% 

Ether extractable matter maximum     0.2% 

Intermediates maximum      0.5%    



INS Number Natural coloring substance Color index

100 Curcumin 75300

120 Cochineal (Carminic Acid) 75470

140 Chlorophyl 75810

150b Caramel

160a Carotenes (alpha, beta or gamma) 75130

160b Annato 75120

160c Capsanthin or capsorubin

160d Lycopene 75125

160e Beta-apo-8’ – cartenal carteonic acid

161a Flavoxanthin 75135

162 Beetroot red (betanin)

163 Anthocyanins

171 Titanium dioxide 77891

B. Other Permitted Coloring Substances

As Per Coloring Substances Regulations



Commodity Standards 

Case Studies



1. Instant Noodles

• There is no standard for Instant noodles
under the Food Act – this is not even
considered as a possibility in the near
future. SLSI is preparing draft standards.
The texts are not yet available.

• Reference can only be given to CODEX STAN

249-2006 which would be taken into

consideration as a benchmark standard if and

when such a standards framed.



2. Carbonated Soft Drinks   

• There is standard for Carbonated Soft
Drinks. However SLSI is revising it and
it will become the de facto standard
under the Food Act once the standard
is published under Food Act.



SLS SLS SLS SLS 183183183183

The draft SLS 183  The draft SLS 183  The draft SLS 183  The draft SLS 183  prescribes the requirements and methods of  prescribes the requirements and methods of  prescribes the requirements and methods of  prescribes the requirements and methods of  
sampling and testing for carbonated beverages and formulated sampling and testing for carbonated beverages and formulated sampling and testing for carbonated beverages and formulated sampling and testing for carbonated beverages and formulated 
caffeinated beveragescaffeinated beveragescaffeinated beveragescaffeinated beverages.... There are detailed requirements for ingredients There are detailed requirements for ingredients There are detailed requirements for ingredients There are detailed requirements for ingredients 
to be used,  flavors,  preservatives, labeling, packaging,  sampling and to be used,  flavors,  preservatives, labeling, packaging,  sampling and to be used,  flavors,  preservatives, labeling, packaging,  sampling and to be used,  flavors,  preservatives, labeling, packaging,  sampling and 
maintaining requirements for hygiene.maintaining requirements for hygiene.maintaining requirements for hygiene.maintaining requirements for hygiene.

It allow:

� NonNonNonNon----nutritivenutritivenutritivenutritive sweetenerssweetenerssweetenerssweeteners::::

Aspartame -600 mg/l(max)

Acesulfame-I -350 mg/l(max)

Sucralose -300 mg/l(max)

Neotame - 20 mg/l(max)

� CaffeineCaffeineCaffeineCaffeine inininin CarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonated BeveragesBeveragesBeveragesBeverages:::: 150 mg/l when tested in

accordance with the method prescribed in AOAAOAAOAAOA 979979979979....08080808....

� CaffeineCaffeineCaffeineCaffeine inininin FormulatedFormulatedFormulatedFormulated CaffeinatedCaffeinatedCaffeinatedCaffeinated BeverageBeverageBeverageBeverage:::: Not less than 100 mg/l

when tested in accordance with the method prescribed in AOAAOAAOAAOA

979979979979....08080808....



The formulated caffeinated beverages  can The formulated caffeinated beverages  can The formulated caffeinated beverages  can The formulated caffeinated beverages  can 
contain:contain:contain:contain:

• ThiamineThiamineThiamineThiamine

• RiboflavinRiboflavinRiboflavinRiboflavin

• NiacinNiacinNiacinNiacin

• VitaminVitaminVitaminVitamin BBBB₆₆₆₆

• VitaminVitaminVitaminVitamin BBBB₁₂₁₂₁₂₁₂

• PantothenicPantothenicPantothenicPantothenic acidacidacidacid

• TaurineTaurineTaurineTaurine

• GlucurcuronolactoneGlucurcuronolactoneGlucurcuronolactoneGlucurcuronolactone

• InositolInositolInositolInositol



3. Prepared Frozen Foods

No standards relating to prepared
frozen foods either under the Food
Act or under the SLSI has been
prepared and published so far.



4.Cow’s Milk
There There There There are definition and standards for Cow’s Milk are definition and standards for Cow’s Milk are definition and standards for Cow’s Milk are definition and standards for Cow’s Milk under the Food Act . under the Food Act . under the Food Act . under the Food Act . 

These are being revised  These are being revised  These are being revised  These are being revised  as per Draft Food (Milk and Milk Products) as per Draft Food (Milk and Milk Products) as per Draft Food (Milk and Milk Products) as per Draft Food (Milk and Milk Products) 

Regulations Regulations Regulations Regulations with with with with Legal DepartmentsLegal DepartmentsLegal DepartmentsLegal Departments. The  requirements for additives . The  requirements for additives . The  requirements for additives . The  requirements for additives 

and labeling are included in the regulations.  Following categories of  and labeling are included in the regulations.  Following categories of  and labeling are included in the regulations.  Following categories of  and labeling are included in the regulations.  Following categories of  

Cow’s Milk are included:Cow’s Milk are included:Cow’s Milk are included:Cow’s Milk are included:

1. Milk/Liquid Milk 

2.   Raw Or Fresh Liquid Milk 

3.   Standardized Milk

4.   Semi-skimmed Milk Or   

Low Fat Milk

5. Skimmed Milk Or Non Fat  

Milk  

6.    Pasteurized Milk

7.    Sterilized Milk

8.             Ultra Heat Treated Milk 

9. Flavored Milk

10. Recombined Milk

11. Reconstituted Milk

12. Reconstituted Skimmed Milk 

13. Toned Milk

14. Lactose Hydrolyzed Milk 



Shelf  Shelf  Shelf  Shelf  Life of  Life of  Life of  Life of  Imported Imported Imported Imported 
Food Food Food Food Items Under Items Under Items Under Items Under Food ActFood ActFood ActFood Act

• TheTheTheThe RegulationRegulationRegulationRegulation specifiesspecifiesspecifiesspecifies thatthatthatthat allallallall itemsitemsitemsitems ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood importedimportedimportedimported intointointointo SriSriSriSri
LankaLankaLankaLanka shallshallshallshall atatatat thethethethe pointpointpointpoint ofofofof entryentryentryentry intointointointo SriSriSriSri Lanka,Lanka,Lanka,Lanka, possesspossesspossesspossess aaaa minimumminimumminimumminimum
periodperiodperiodperiod ofofofof sixtysixtysixtysixty perperperper centumcentumcentumcentum ((((60606060%%%%)))) ofofofof unexpiredunexpiredunexpiredunexpired shelfshelfshelfshelf lifelifelifelife....

• ProvidedProvidedProvidedProvided thatthatthatthat thethethethe shelfshelfshelfshelf lifelifelifelife periodperiodperiodperiod specifiedspecifiedspecifiedspecified above,above,above,above, shallshallshallshall notnotnotnot bebebebe
enforcedenforcedenforcedenforced inininin respectrespectrespectrespect ofofofof importedimportedimportedimported freshfreshfreshfresh fruitsfruitsfruitsfruits andandandand vegetablesvegetablesvegetablesvegetables andandandand
potatoespotatoespotatoespotatoes whichwhichwhichwhich havehavehavehave notnotnotnot beenbeenbeenbeen peeledpeeledpeeledpeeled orororor cutcutcutcut....

• TTTThehehehe periodperiodperiodperiod ofofofof shelfshelfshelfshelf lifelifelifelife ofofofof anananan itemitemitemitem ofofofof importedimportedimportedimported foodfoodfoodfood shallshallshallshall bebebebe
determineddetermineddetermineddetermined onononon thethethethe basisbasisbasisbasis ofofofof thethethethe datedatedatedate ofofofof manufacturemanufacturemanufacturemanufacture andandandand thethethethe datedatedatedate ofofofof
expiryexpiryexpiryexpiry asasasas declareddeclareddeclareddeclared bybybyby thethethethe manufacturermanufacturermanufacturermanufacturer ofofofof thethethethe productproductproductproduct andandandand whichwhichwhichwhich isisisis
depicteddepicteddepicteddepicted onononon thethethethe labellabellabellabel attachedattachedattachedattached theretotheretotheretothereto

• ForForForFor thethethethe purposespurposespurposespurposes ofofofof thesethesethesethese regulations,regulations,regulations,regulations, thethethethe expressionexpressionexpressionexpression ‘‘end‘‘end‘‘end‘‘end ofofofof shelfshelfshelfshelf life’’life’’life’’life’’ shallshallshallshall bebebebe
identifiedidentifiedidentifiedidentified bybybyby thethethethe useuseuseuse ofofofof thethethethe wordswordswordswords ‘‘date‘‘date‘‘date‘‘date ofofofof expiry’’,expiry’’,expiry’’,expiry’’, ‘‘best‘‘best‘‘best‘‘best before’’before’’before’’before’’ ,,,, ‘‘use‘‘use‘‘use‘‘use by’’by’’by’’by’’ orororor ‘‘use‘‘use‘‘use‘‘use
before’’before’’before’’before’’ orororor otherotherotherother similarsimilarsimilarsimilar wordswordswordswords whichwhichwhichwhich conveyconveyconveyconvey thisthisthisthis meaningmeaningmeaningmeaning andandandand whichwhichwhichwhich areareareare usedusedusedused bybybyby aaaa
manufacturermanufacturermanufacturermanufacturer ofofofof anyanyanyany foodfoodfoodfood itemitemitemitem beingbeingbeingbeing importedimportedimportedimported intointointointo SriSriSriSri LankaLankaLankaLanka....

• For the purpose of these regulations ‘‘shelf life’’ means the period of time between
the date of manufacture and its usability by the consumer, during which time the
product is safe for human consumption and is of satisfactory quality in terms of
nutritional value, flavor, texture and appearance.



BANGLADESHBANGLADESHBANGLADESHBANGLADESH



BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh
Officially TheOfficially TheOfficially TheOfficially The People's People's People's People's Republic of  Republic of  Republic of  Republic of  

BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh (((( ))))

• Bangladesh Bangladesh Bangladesh Bangladesh is a country inis a country inis a country inis a country in South Asia South Asia South Asia South Asia .... It It It It 
faces thefaces thefaces thefaces the Bay of  Bengal Bay of  Bengal Bay of  Bengal Bay of  Bengal to to to to its south, and is its south, and is its south, and is its south, and is 
bordered bybordered bybordered bybordered by IndiaIndiaIndiaIndia on the north, west and on the north, west and on the north, west and on the north, west and 
east, as well east, as well east, as well east, as well as as as as Burma Burma Burma Burma ((((MyanmarMyanmarMyanmarMyanmar)))) on the on the on the on the 
southeastsoutheastsoutheastsoutheast....

• Bangladesh Bangladesh Bangladesh Bangladesh has the highest population has the highest population has the highest population has the highest population 
density among large countries, 1,237.51 density among large countries, 1,237.51 density among large countries, 1,237.51 density among large countries, 1,237.51 
persons per square kilometer, and 12th persons per square kilometer, and 12th persons per square kilometer, and 12th persons per square kilometer, and 12th 
overall, when small countries and cityoverall, when small countries and cityoverall, when small countries and cityoverall, when small countries and city----
states are includedstates are includedstates are includedstates are included....[[[[

• Bangladesh Bangladesh Bangladesh Bangladesh has 7th largest population in has 7th largest population in has 7th largest population in has 7th largest population in 
the the the the world  world  world  world  ---- About 164.4 million.About 164.4 million.About 164.4 million.About 164.4 million.

• About About About About 90% of  Bangladeshis 90% of  Bangladeshis 90% of  Bangladeshis 90% of  Bangladeshis are are are are 
MuslimsMuslimsMuslimsMuslims and the remainder are and the remainder are and the remainder are and the remainder are 
mostlymostlymostlymostly HindusHindusHindusHindus....

• Official Official Official Official language:language:language:language: BengaliBengaliBengaliBengali (also (also (also (also known as known as known as known as 
Bangla).Bangla).Bangla).Bangla).



Introduction To Regulatory Introduction To Regulatory Introduction To Regulatory Introduction To Regulatory 
Framework  For FoodsFramework  For FoodsFramework  For FoodsFramework  For Foods

• BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh isisisis yetyetyetyet totototo developdevelopdevelopdevelop aaaa unifiedunifiedunifiedunified FoodFoodFoodFood SafetySafetySafetySafety

AdministrationAdministrationAdministrationAdministration SystemSystemSystemSystem andandandand totototo formulateformulateformulateformulate aaaa FoodFoodFoodFood SafetySafetySafetySafety PolicyPolicyPolicyPolicy....

ButButButBut itititit hashashashas aaaa NationalNationalNationalNational FoodFoodFoodFood andandandand NutritionNutritionNutritionNutrition PolicyPolicyPolicyPolicy wherewherewherewhere attentionattentionattentionattention

hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen givengivengivengiven onononon foodfoodfoodfood safetysafetysafetysafety....

• SignificantSignificantSignificantSignificant activitiesactivitiesactivitiesactivities inininin FoodFoodFoodFood SafetySafetySafetySafety andandandand QualityQualityQualityQuality ControlControlControlControl areareareare goinggoinggoinggoing onononon inininin

thethethethe countrycountrycountrycountry.... AAAA numbernumbernumbernumber ofofofof Ministries,Ministries,Ministries,Ministries, DepartmentsDepartmentsDepartmentsDepartments andandandand AgenciesAgenciesAgenciesAgencies areareareare

involvedinvolvedinvolvedinvolved inininin thesethesethesethese activitiesactivitiesactivitiesactivities withwithwithwith aaaa majormajormajormajor responsibilityresponsibilityresponsibilityresponsibility ofofofof thethethethe MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry

ofofofof HealthHealthHealthHealth andandandand FamilyFamilyFamilyFamily WelfareWelfareWelfareWelfare (MOHFW)(MOHFW)(MOHFW)(MOHFW) whichwhichwhichwhich hashashashas aaaa uniqueuniqueuniqueunique

infrastructureinfrastructureinfrastructureinfrastructure totototo deliverdeliverdeliverdeliver itsitsitsits servicesservicesservicesservices throughoutthroughoutthroughoutthroughout thethethethe countrycountrycountrycountry....



Major Stakeholder Ministries And Major Stakeholder Ministries And Major Stakeholder Ministries And Major Stakeholder Ministries And 
Departments For Food ControlDepartments For Food ControlDepartments For Food ControlDepartments For Food Control

FoodFoodFoodFood controlcontrolcontrolcontrol inininin BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh isisisis aaaa multimultimultimulti----

sectorialsectorialsectorialsectorial responsibilityresponsibilityresponsibilityresponsibility....



Sl.

No

Ministry Department/Organization Major activities

1. Ministry of Agriculture Plant Protection Wing, DAE • Phyto Sanitary certificate for Import/Exported 

plants/plant products 

• Pesticide Use Control 

• Fertilizer Use Control

2. Ministry of Food Directorate General of Food (DGF) • Quality Control of PFDS, Stock, Procured Food 

grains/Food Stuff, Imported food etc. 

• Food Control in the Market (not doing at present)

3. Ministry of Health & Family Welfare Directorate General of Health; District & 

Upazila Health Administration and Institute 

of Public Health.

• Food Quality and Sanitation Control in 

Upazila/District level 

• Testing

4. Ministry of LGRD City Corporation & Pourashava Health Units Have Sanitary Inspector, Labs and Public Analyst for food 

quality control in their command areas.

5. Ministry of Fisheries & Livestock A) Department of Fisheries (FIQC Wing) • Fish Quality Control & Certification for export 

• Same for the domestic market

B) Department of Livestock • Animal Health 

• Animal Product 

• Imported Animal

6. Ministry of Industries BSTI • Frame Standards of Food Products 

• Testing & Certification Marks and Surveillance.

7. Ministry of Science, Information and Communication 

Technology

BAEC Test Radiation level of Imported Food items; Pesticides 

Residues

IFST, BCSIR Testing of Food Items;

Research and Development

8. Ministry of Education DG, Primary,

DG, Secondary,

Text Book Board,

Universities

Food safety, Nutrition & Environmental issues in the 

text book of all level of education

9. Ministry of Information PIB

BTV

Radio Bangladesh

Broad cast issues for awareness building 

10. Ministry of Home Bangladesh Police Assist the Inspection Agencies

11. Ministry of Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs - Formulation, Vetting, Parliamentary Approval etc.



Major Laws & RegulationsMajor Laws & RegulationsMajor Laws & RegulationsMajor Laws & Regulations

There There There There are several laws in Bangladesh for maintaining health and safety are several laws in Bangladesh for maintaining health and safety are several laws in Bangladesh for maintaining health and safety are several laws in Bangladesh for maintaining health and safety standards  but standards  but standards  but standards  but 
there are 2  major regulations as follows: there are 2  major regulations as follows: there are 2  major regulations as follows: there are 2  major regulations as follows: 

1)The Bangladesh Pure Food Ordinance, 1959 Under 1)The Bangladesh Pure Food Ordinance, 1959 Under 1)The Bangladesh Pure Food Ordinance, 1959 Under 1)The Bangladesh Pure Food Ordinance, 1959 Under 

Ministry of  Health And Family WelfareMinistry of  Health And Family WelfareMinistry of  Health And Family WelfareMinistry of  Health And Family Welfare

This is an ordinance to provide better control of  the manufacture and sale of  food This is an ordinance to provide better control of  the manufacture and sale of  food This is an ordinance to provide better control of  the manufacture and sale of  food This is an ordinance to provide better control of  the manufacture and sale of  food 

for human consumption. Now, this Ordinance is under revision as for human consumption. Now, this Ordinance is under revision as for human consumption. Now, this Ordinance is under revision as for human consumption. Now, this Ordinance is under revision as 'The Bangladesh 'The Bangladesh 'The Bangladesh 'The Bangladesh 

Pure Food (Amendment) Act'. Pure Food (Amendment) Act'. Pure Food (Amendment) Act'. Pure Food (Amendment) Act'. Under this Act, it has been proposed  to constitute a Under this Act, it has been proposed  to constitute a Under this Act, it has been proposed  to constitute a Under this Act, it has been proposed  to constitute a 

National Food Safety Council, headed by the Ministry of  Health  and Family Welfare National Food Safety Council, headed by the Ministry of  Health  and Family Welfare National Food Safety Council, headed by the Ministry of  Health  and Family Welfare National Food Safety Council, headed by the Ministry of  Health  and Family Welfare 

as well as to establish Food Courts.as well as to establish Food Courts.as well as to establish Food Courts.as well as to establish Food Courts.

ANDANDANDAND

TheTheTheThe BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh PurePurePurePure FoodFoodFoodFood Rules,Rules,Rules,Rules, 1967196719671967
TheTheTheThe PurePurePurePure FoodFoodFoodFood RulesRulesRulesRules containcontaincontaincontain standardsstandardsstandardsstandards forforforfor 107107107107 mandatorymandatorymandatorymandatory genericgenericgenericgeneric foodfoodfoodfood standardsstandardsstandardsstandards....
Now,Now,Now,Now, thesethesethesethese areareareare underunderunderunder revisionrevisionrevisionrevision....



(2) TheTheTheThe BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards AndAndAndAnd TestingTestingTestingTesting InstitutionInstitutionInstitutionInstitution
Ordinance,Ordinance,Ordinance,Ordinance, 1985198519851985 AmendedAmendedAmendedAmended ByByByBy TheTheTheThe BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh
StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards AndAndAndAnd TestingTestingTestingTesting InstitutionInstitutionInstitutionInstitution (Amendment)(Amendment)(Amendment)(Amendment) Act,Act,Act,Act,
2003200320032003 UnderUnderUnderUnder MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry OfOfOfOf IndutsryIndutsryIndutsryIndutsry

UnderUnderUnderUnder thethethethe OrdinanceOrdinanceOrdinanceOrdinance,,,, thethethethe governmentgovernmentgovernmentgovernment hashashashas establishedestablishedestablishedestablished thethethethe BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh
StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards andandandand TestingTestingTestingTesting InstitutionInstitutionInstitutionInstitution (BSTI)(BSTI)(BSTI)(BSTI).... ItItItIt certifiescertifiescertifiescertifies thethethethe qualityqualityqualityquality ofofofof
commodities,commodities,commodities,commodities, materials,materials,materials,materials, whetherwhetherwhetherwhether forforforfor locallocallocallocal consumptionconsumptionconsumptionconsumption orororor forforforfor exportexportexportexport andandandand
importimportimportimport....

POINTSPOINTSPOINTSPOINTS TOTOTOTO NOTENOTENOTENOTE

• AllAllAllAll standardsstandardsstandardsstandards issuedissuedissuedissued underunderunderunder PurePurePurePure FoodFoodFoodFood RulesRulesRulesRules areareareare mandatorymandatorymandatorymandatory inininin

naturenaturenaturenature andandandand areareareare enforcedenforcedenforcedenforced bybybyby BSTIBSTIBSTIBSTI....

• CarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonated waterwaterwaterwater standardsstandardsstandardsstandards havehavehavehave beenbeenbeenbeen formulatedformulatedformulatedformulated andandandand enforcedenforcedenforcedenforced

underunderunderunder BSTIBSTIBSTIBSTI.... TheseTheseTheseThese standardsstandardsstandardsstandards areareareare basedbasedbasedbased onononon IndianIndianIndianIndian asasasas wellwellwellwell asasasas CODEXCODEXCODEXCODEX

guidelinesguidelinesguidelinesguidelines....

• BSTIBSTIBSTIBSTI hashashashas adoptedadoptedadoptedadopted 153153153153 CodexCodexCodexCodex standardsstandardsstandardsstandards forforforfor foodfoodfoodfood testingtestingtestingtesting....



• 190 190 190 190 food standards developed by BSTI of  which 52 should have food standards developed by BSTI of  which 52 should have food standards developed by BSTI of  which 52 should have food standards developed by BSTI of  which 52 should have 

compulsory certification marks. compulsory certification marks. compulsory certification marks. compulsory certification marks. 

• 28 28 28 28 Codex standards have been adopted as Bangladesh standards.Codex standards have been adopted as Bangladesh standards.Codex standards have been adopted as Bangladesh standards.Codex standards have been adopted as Bangladesh standards.

• The BSTI conducts The BSTI conducts The BSTI conducts The BSTI conducts Surveillance including  Surprise Inspections  and Surveillance including  Surprise Inspections  and Surveillance including  Surprise Inspections  and Surveillance including  Surprise Inspections  and 

tests Samples At The BSTI Laboratorytests Samples At The BSTI Laboratorytests Samples At The BSTI Laboratorytests Samples At The BSTI Laboratory

• BSTI is the legal entity for certification of  products and services BSTI is the legal entity for certification of  products and services BSTI is the legal entity for certification of  products and services BSTI is the legal entity for certification of  products and services 

under its Marks certification scheme.under its Marks certification scheme.under its Marks certification scheme.under its Marks certification scheme.

• The legal metrological testing facility is under the BSTI management. The legal metrological testing facility is under the BSTI management. The legal metrological testing facility is under the BSTI management. The legal metrological testing facility is under the BSTI management. 

• Most of  the imports and exports requirements are covered under Most of  the imports and exports requirements are covered under Most of  the imports and exports requirements are covered under Most of  the imports and exports requirements are covered under 

BSTI mandate. For specific inquiries BSTI need to be consulted. BSTI mandate. For specific inquiries BSTI need to be consulted. BSTI mandate. For specific inquiries BSTI need to be consulted. BSTI mandate. For specific inquiries BSTI need to be consulted. 

BSTI has provided regional testing facilities in the ports as well main BSTI has provided regional testing facilities in the ports as well main BSTI has provided regional testing facilities in the ports as well main BSTI has provided regional testing facilities in the ports as well main 

business centers.business centers.business centers.business centers.



Related Laws And Regulations
• Bangladesh - New food safety laws 17 Jan 2010

• The Cantonments Pure Food Act - 19/07/1966

• The Pure Food Ordinance - 14/10/1959

• The Animal Slaughter (Restriction) and Meat Control Act - 23/04/1957

• The Food (Special Courts) Act - 13/11/1956

• The Seed Rules - 08/03/1998

• Protection and Conservation of  Fish Rules / Act - 17/10/1985

• The Breast-Milk Substitutes (Regulation of  Marketing) Ordinance - 24/05/1984

The Ordinance aims at protection and encouragement of  breastfeeding, banning 

advertising, import, distribution and sale of  breast-milk substitutes. 

• The Marine Fisheries Rules - 05/09/1983

• The Marine Fisheries Ordinance - 19/07/1983

• The Fish & Fish Products (Inspection & Quality Control) Ordinance - 17/05/1983

• The Importers, Exporters and Indenters (Registration) Order - 22/10/1981

• The East Pakistan Fisheries (Protection) Ordinance - 24/03/1959



Laws Laws Laws Laws And Regulations And Regulations And Regulations And Regulations 
On Food AdditivesOn Food AdditivesOn Food AdditivesOn Food Additives

OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview

� NoNoNoNo definitedefinitedefinitedefinite descriptiondescriptiondescriptiondescription existsexistsexistsexists underunderunderunder BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh PurePurePurePure FoodFoodFoodFood
RulesRulesRulesRules 1967196719671967 onononon FoodFoodFoodFood AdditivesAdditivesAdditivesAdditives....

� ThereThereThereThere areareareare provisionsprovisionsprovisionsprovisions forforforfor useuseuseuse ofofofof Colors,Colors,Colors,Colors, Flavors,Flavors,Flavors,Flavors, PreservativesPreservativesPreservativesPreservatives
andandandand SweetenersSweetenersSweetenersSweeteners....

� FunctionalFunctionalFunctionalFunctional ClassesClassesClassesClasses havehavehavehave beenbeenbeenbeen prescribedprescribedprescribedprescribed....

� StabilizersStabilizersStabilizersStabilizers orororor emulsifyingemulsifyingemulsifyingemulsifying agentsagentsagentsagents areareareare permittedpermittedpermittedpermitted....

� AntioxidantsAntioxidantsAntioxidantsAntioxidants areareareare permittedpermittedpermittedpermitted....



Flavors Flavors Flavors Flavors Under Under Under Under Pure Pure Pure Pure Food Rules Food Rules Food Rules Food Rules 

• ThereThereThereThere isisisis definitiondefinitiondefinitiondefinition forforforfor FlavoringFlavoringFlavoringFlavoring CompoundsCompoundsCompoundsCompounds inininin foodfoodfoodfood ....

• FoodsFoodsFoodsFoods containingcontainingcontainingcontaining FlavorsFlavorsFlavorsFlavors havehavehavehave totototo bebebebe labeledlabeledlabeledlabeled....

• FoodFoodFoodFood containingcontainingcontainingcontaining addedaddedaddedadded naturalnaturalnaturalnatural flavouringflavouringflavouringflavouring compoundscompoundscompoundscompounds shallshallshallshall bebebebe labelledlabelledlabelledlabelled inininin thethethethe legendlegendlegendlegend

withwithwithwith ‘NATURAL‘NATURAL‘NATURAL‘NATURAL FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’ orororor ‘CONTAIN‘CONTAIN‘CONTAIN‘CONTAIN NATURALNATURALNATURALNATURAL FLAVOURING’FLAVOURING’FLAVOURING’FLAVOURING’ providedprovidedprovidedprovided thatthatthatthat onlyonlyonlyonly

thosethosethosethose flavouringflavouringflavouringflavouring compoundscompoundscompoundscompounds whichwhichwhichwhich havehavehavehave beenbeenbeenbeen obtainedobtainedobtainedobtained fromfromfromfrom fruitsfruitsfruitsfruits orororor plantsplantsplantsplants bybybyby

extractionextractionextractionextraction withwithwithwith suitablesuitablesuitablesuitable harmlessharmlessharmlessharmless solventssolventssolventssolvents orororor bybybyby distillationdistillationdistillationdistillation orororor bybybyby expression,expression,expression,expression, orororor bybybyby anyanyanyany

otherotherotherother suitablesuitablesuitablesuitable processprocessprocessprocess areareareare usedusedusedused....

• FoodFoodFoodFood containingcontainingcontainingcontaining artificialartificialartificialartificial flavouringflavouringflavouringflavouring compoundcompoundcompoundcompound shallshallshallshall bebebebe labelledlabelledlabelledlabelled withwithwithwith thethethethe legendlegendlegendlegend

‘ARTIFICIAL‘ARTIFICIAL‘ARTIFICIAL‘ARTIFICIAL FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’ orororor ‘IMITATION‘IMITATION‘IMITATION‘IMITATION FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’ providedprovidedprovidedprovided thatthatthatthat wherewherewherewhere aaaa foodfoodfoodfood containscontainscontainscontains aaaa

mixturemixturemixturemixture ofofofof bothbothbothboth naturalnaturalnaturalnatural andandandand artificialartificialartificialartificial flavouringflavouringflavouringflavouring compoundscompoundscompoundscompounds itititit shallshallshallshall bebebebe labelledlabelledlabelledlabelled asasasas

‘ARTIFICIAL‘ARTIFICIAL‘ARTIFICIAL‘ARTIFICIAL FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’FLAVOUR’ providedprovidedprovidedprovided furtherfurtherfurtherfurther thatthatthatthat thosethosethosethose flavoringflavoringflavoringflavoring compoundscompoundscompoundscompounds whichwhichwhichwhich havehavehavehave

beenbeenbeenbeen obtainedobtainedobtainedobtained bybybyby ChemicalChemicalChemicalChemical synthesissynthesissynthesissynthesis shallshallshallshall bebebebe consideredconsideredconsideredconsidered asasasas artificialartificialartificialartificial....



Processing Processing Processing Processing AidsAidsAidsAids
NoNoNoNo descriptiondescriptiondescriptiondescription availableavailableavailableavailable underunderunderunder thethethethe
BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh PurePurePurePure FoodFoodFoodFood LawsLawsLawsLaws 1967196719671967....

Carry Carry Carry Carry OverOverOverOver
NoNoNoNo descriptiondescriptiondescriptiondescription availableavailableavailableavailable underunderunderunder thethethethe
BangladeshBangladeshBangladeshBangladesh PurePurePurePure FoodFoodFoodFood LawsLawsLawsLaws 1967196719671967....



Functional ClassesFunctional ClassesFunctional ClassesFunctional Classes
Under Under Under Under Bangladesh Pure Food Laws, 1967, following functional classes of  Bangladesh Pure Food Laws, 1967, following functional classes of  Bangladesh Pure Food Laws, 1967, following functional classes of  Bangladesh Pure Food Laws, 1967, following functional classes of  

foods foods foods foods Additives have Additives have Additives have Additives have been listedbeen listedbeen listedbeen listed::::

List Of  Food CategoriesList Of  Food CategoriesList Of  Food CategoriesList Of  Food Categories

– Milk and Milk Products.Milk and Milk Products.Milk and Milk Products.Milk and Milk Products.
– Edible Oils and Oil ProductsEdible Oils and Oil ProductsEdible Oils and Oil ProductsEdible Oils and Oil Products....
– Tea, Coffee, Roasted Coffee Tea, Coffee, Roasted Coffee Tea, Coffee, Roasted Coffee Tea, Coffee, Roasted Coffee 

and Grounded Coffee.and Grounded Coffee.and Grounded Coffee.and Grounded Coffee.
– Sugars and Sugary Products Sugars and Sugary Products Sugars and Sugary Products Sugars and Sugary Products 

Honey.Honey.Honey.Honey.
– Food Grains, Cereals and Food Grains, Cereals and Food Grains, Cereals and Food Grains, Cereals and 

Their Products.Their Products.Their Products.Their Products.
– Starchy Products.Starchy Products.Starchy Products.Starchy Products.
– Non Alcoholic Beverages.Non Alcoholic Beverages.Non Alcoholic Beverages.Non Alcoholic Beverages.
– Spices.Spices.Spices.Spices.
– Fruits, Vegetables and Fruits, Vegetables and Fruits, Vegetables and Fruits, Vegetables and 

Miscellaneous Products.Miscellaneous Products.Miscellaneous Products.Miscellaneous Products.
– Edible Fats.Edible Fats.Edible Fats.Edible Fats.
– Biscuits, Bread and Biscuits, Bread and Biscuits, Bread and Biscuits, Bread and 

Confectionery Product.Confectionery Product.Confectionery Product.Confectionery Product.
– Dried Fish.Dried Fish.Dried Fish.Dried Fish.
– Ice. Ice. Ice. Ice. 

AdditivesAdditivesAdditivesAdditives

– Flavoring Flavoring Flavoring Flavoring Agents.Agents.Agents.Agents.
– Coloring Coloring Coloring Coloring Matters.Matters.Matters.Matters.
– Class I And Class II Class I And Class II Class I And Class II Class I And Class II 

Preservatives.Preservatives.Preservatives.Preservatives.
– Antioxidants.Antioxidants.Antioxidants.Antioxidants.
– Stabilizers.Stabilizers.Stabilizers.Stabilizers.
– Non Nutritive Non Nutritive Non Nutritive Non Nutritive 

Constituents.Constituents.Constituents.Constituents.
– Common Salt.Common Salt.Common Salt.Common Salt.
– Baking Powder.Baking Powder.Baking Powder.Baking Powder.
– Edible GelatinEdible GelatinEdible GelatinEdible Gelatin



Colouring Matter In FoodColouring Matter In FoodColouring Matter In FoodColouring Matter In Food
Coal-tar Dyes

• Colour Index No. Colour Index Name Common Name Chemical Class

• 73015 Food Blue 1 Indigo Carmine        Indigoid

• 42090 Food Blue 2 Brilliant Blue F.C.F Triarylmethane

• 69800 Food Blue 4 Indanthrone Anthraquinone

• 42051 Food Blue 5 Patent Blue V Triarylmenthane

• 42640 Food Violent 2 Violet 6b Triarylmenthane

• 42580 Food Violent 3 Violets B.N.P. Do.

• 42085 Food Green 1 Sulpho Green 2 B.A.  Do.

• 42095 Food Green 2 Acid Brilliant Green Do.

• 42053 Food Green 3 A.F. Green No. 3 Do.

• 15985 Food Yellow 3 Sunset Yellow F.C.F Monoazo

• 19140 Food Yellow 4 Tartrazine Do.

• …….. Food Brown 1 Brown F.K. Disazo

• ……… Food Brown 2 Chocolate Brown Monoazo

F.B.

• 20285 Food Brown 3 Chocolate Brown Disazo

H.T.

• 14700 Food Red 1 Ponceau S.X. Monoazo

• 16185       Food Red 9 Amaranth Do.

• 45430 Food Red 14 Brythrosine B.S. Xanthene

• 28440 Food Black 1 Black P.N. Disazo

*The colour index, second edition, 1956, Society of Dyers and Colorists, England.



� TheTheTheThe maximummaximummaximummaximum limitlimitlimitlimit ofofofof permissiblepermissiblepermissiblepermissible colourcolourcolourcolour whichwhichwhichwhich maymaymaymay bebebebe addedaddedaddedadded totototo anyanyanyany foodfoodfoodfood
shallshallshallshall bebebebe oneoneoneone graingraingraingrain perperperper poundpoundpoundpound ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood....

� TheTheTheThe followingfollowingfollowingfollowing naturalnaturalnaturalnatural colouringcolouringcolouringcolouring mattersmattersmattersmatters maymaymaymay bebebebe usedusedusedused inininin or,or,or,or, uponuponuponupon anyanyanyany articlearticlearticlearticle
ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood----

cochinealcochinealcochinealcochineal,,,, carmine,carmine,carmine,carmine, caramel,caramel,caramel,caramel, Carotenes,Carotenes,Carotenes,Carotenes, chlorophyll,chlorophyll,chlorophyll,chlorophyll, curcumin,curcumin,curcumin,curcumin,
lactoflavinlactoflavinlactoflavinlactoflavin,,,, annatto,annatto,annatto,annatto, ratanjotratanjotratanjotratanjot,,,, saffronsaffronsaffronsaffron....

� InorganicInorganicInorganicInorganic colouringcolouringcolouringcolouring mattersmattersmattersmatters orororor pigmentspigmentspigmentspigments shallshallshallshall notnotnotnot bebebebe addedaddedaddedadded totototo anyanyanyany
articlearticlearticlearticle ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood....

� TheTheTheThe useuseuseuse ofofofof artificialartificialartificialartificial orororor syntheticsyntheticsyntheticsynthetic colouringcolouringcolouringcolouring mattersmattersmattersmatters inininin rawrawrawraw foodstuffsfoodstuffsfoodstuffsfoodstuffs whichwhichwhichwhich
areareareare consumedconsumedconsumedconsumed afterafterafterafter cookingcookingcookingcooking inininin thethethethe usualusualusualusual waywaywayway isisisis prohibitedprohibitedprohibitedprohibited....

� NoNoNoNo personpersonpersonperson shallshallshallshall sellsellsellsell aaaa coalcoalcoalcoal----tartartartar colourcolourcolourcolour orororor aaaa mixturemixturemixturemixture ofofofof coalcoalcoalcoal----tartartartar colorscolorscolorscolors unlessunlessunlessunless
thethethethe labellabellabellabel onononon thethethethe packagepackagepackagepackage carriescarriescarriescarries----

• TheTheTheThe commoncommoncommoncommon namenamenamename (s)(s)(s)(s) ofofofof thethethethe coalcoalcoalcoal----tartartartar colourcolourcolourcolour (s(s(s(s))))....
• TheTheTheThe lotlotlotlot numbernumbernumbernumber ofofofof coalcoalcoalcoal----tartartartar colourcolourcolourcolour;;;; andandandand
• TheTheTheThe wordswordswordswords “Food“Food“Food“Food Colour”Colour”Colour”Colour”....



�NegativeNegativeNegativeNegative ListListListList
UseUseUseUse ofofofof permittedpermittedpermittedpermitted coalcoalcoalcoal----tartartartar dyesdyesdyesdyes inininin orororor uponuponuponupon anyanyanyany foodfoodfoodfood otherotherotherother thanthanthanthan thosethosethosethose

shownshownshownshown belowbelowbelowbelow isisisis prohibitedprohibitedprohibitedprohibited----

• IceIceIceIce----creamcreamcreamcream
• DairyDairyDairyDairy productsproductsproductsproducts exceptexceptexceptexcept milk,milk,milk,milk, dahi,dahi,dahi,dahi, butter,butter,butter,butter, ghee,ghee,ghee,ghee, chhana,chhana,chhana,chhana,

condensedcondensedcondensedcondensed milk,milk,milk,milk, creamcreamcreamcream,,,, andandandand babybabybabybaby foodfoodfoodfood
• SmokedSmokedSmokedSmoked fishfishfishfish
• EggEggEggEgg preparationpreparationpreparationpreparation
• SweetsSweetsSweetsSweets includingincludingincludingincluding pastrypastrypastrypastry andandandand OtherOtherOtherOther confectionariesconfectionariesconfectionariesconfectionaries
• FruitFruitFruitFruit ProductsProductsProductsProducts
• NonNonNonNon----alcoholicalcoholicalcoholicalcoholic beveragesbeveragesbeveragesbeverages exceptexceptexceptexcept tea,tea,tea,tea, cocoacocoacocoacocoa andandandand coffeecoffeecoffeecoffee
• CustardCustardCustardCustard powderpowderpowderpowder
• JellyJellyJellyJelly crystalscrystalscrystalscrystals
• SoupSoupSoupSoup powderpowderpowderpowder andandandand
• LuncheonLuncheonLuncheonLuncheon meatmeatmeatmeat
• ProcessedProcessedProcessedProcessed orororor preservedpreservedpreservedpreserved vegetablesvegetablesvegetablesvegetables
• FlavoringFlavoringFlavoringFlavoring agentsagentsagentsagents



Preservatives Under Food Rules, 1967

Class I Preservative shall be-

Common salt

Sugar

Dextrose

Glucose 

Wood smoke

Spices

Vinegar or acetic acid

Honey

Hops

Commercial salt petre; and

Alcohol or potable spirit, and

Class II preservative shall be –

Benzoic acid including salts thereof,

Sulphurous acid including salts thereof,

Nitrites of sodium or potassium in respect of 

food like ham, pickle, meat, and

Sorbic acid including salts thereof.



The use of Class II preservatives is restricted
to 26 specified group of foods and proportions
in which they can be used has also been
specified.

UseUseUseUse ofofofof moremoremoremore thanthanthanthan oneoneoneone classclassclassclass IIIIIIII inininin any food is
prohibited.



Antioxidants In FoodAntioxidants In FoodAntioxidants In FoodAntioxidants In Food

AntioxidantsAntioxidantsAntioxidantsAntioxidants shallshallshallshall notnotnotnot bebebebe addedaddedaddedadded totototo anyanyanyany foodfoodfoodfood otherotherotherother thanthanthanthan ::::

• EdibleEdibleEdibleEdible oilsoilsoilsoils andandandand fatsfatsfatsfats fromfromfromfrom animal,animal,animal,animal, vegetablevegetablevegetablevegetable andandandand fish,fish,fish,fish,

vitaminvitaminvitaminvitamin oilsoilsoilsoils orororor concentrates,concentrates,concentrates,concentrates,

and and and and 

• ProductsProductsProductsProducts consistingconsistingconsistingconsisting essentiallyessentiallyessentiallyessentially ofofofof fatfatfatfat suchsuchsuchsuch asasasas

margarinemargarinemargarinemargarine orororor thethethethe likelikelikelike....



Stabilisers In FoodStabilisers In FoodStabilisers In FoodStabilisers In Food

The The The The use of  use of  use of  use of  stabilizers stabilizers stabilizers stabilizers or emulsifying agents, or emulsifying agents, or emulsifying agents, or emulsifying agents, singly or singly or singly or singly or in in in in 
combination is combination is combination is combination is permitted:permitted:permitted:permitted:

� Agar Agar.Agar Agar.Agar Agar.Agar Agar.
� Carob bean.Carob bean.Carob bean.Carob bean.
� Irish Irish Irish Irish moss or carragheen or moss or carragheen or moss or carragheen or moss or carragheen or chondrus.chondrus.chondrus.chondrus.
� Guar gum.Guar gum.Guar gum.Guar gum.
� Sodium alginate.Sodium alginate.Sodium alginate.Sodium alginate.
� Monoglycerides Monoglycerides Monoglycerides Monoglycerides or diglycerides of  fatty or diglycerides of  fatty or diglycerides of  fatty or diglycerides of  fatty acids.acids.acids.acids.
� Brominated Brominated Brominated Brominated vegetable vegetable vegetable vegetable oils.oils.oils.oils.
� Gum Acacia.Gum Acacia.Gum Acacia.Gum Acacia.
� Provided Provided Provided Provided that where a standard for the nature, substance that where a standard for the nature, substance that where a standard for the nature, substance that where a standard for the nature, substance 
and quality of  aand quality of  aand quality of  aand quality of  a---------------------------------------- prescribes a limit, that shall not prescribes a limit, that shall not prescribes a limit, that shall not prescribes a limit, that shall not 
be exceed by the stabilizer.be exceed by the stabilizer.be exceed by the stabilizer.be exceed by the stabilizer.



NonNonNonNon----Nutritive ConstituentsNutritive ConstituentsNutritive ConstituentsNutritive Constituents
• The following non-nutritive sweeteners or 
their salts-may be used:

�Calcium cyclobexyl-sulphate; and

�Sodium cyclohexyl-sulphate.

Non-nutritive sweeteners and sugar shall 
not be used in combination in any food.



Negative List is Not Negative List is Not Negative List is Not Negative List is Not clearly specified Under Bangladesh Food Laws, 1967.clearly specified Under Bangladesh Food Laws, 1967.clearly specified Under Bangladesh Food Laws, 1967.clearly specified Under Bangladesh Food Laws, 1967.
However, products are However, products are However, products are However, products are considered injurious considered injurious considered injurious considered injurious to heath if  they contain the to heath if  they contain the to heath if  they contain the to heath if  they contain the 
following metal or metalloids in excess of  the tolerance limit showing against following metal or metalloids in excess of  the tolerance limit showing against following metal or metalloids in excess of  the tolerance limit showing against following metal or metalloids in excess of  the tolerance limit showing against 
eacheacheacheach----

Aluminum Maximum 250 parts per million 

Antimony “ 2.0 “ “ “

Arsenic Liquid “ 0.1 “ “ “

Arsenic Solid “ 2 “ “ “

Boron “ 80 “ “ “

Cadmium “ 6 “ “ “

Zinc “ 100 “ “ “

Copper “ 10 “ “ “

Tin “ 100 “ “ “

Fluorine “ 1.5 “ “ “

Silver “ 1 “ “ “

Lead Liquid “ 2 “ “ “

Lead Solid “ 20 “ “ “

Negative List For Negative List For Negative List For Negative List For 
Food AdditivesFood AdditivesFood AdditivesFood Additives



Labeling Of Food Additives

o MostMostMostMost ofofofof thethethethe labellinglabellinglabellinglabelling requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements areareareare inininin

conformityconformityconformityconformity totototo regionalregionalregionalregional requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements andandandand areareareare

guidedguidedguidedguided bybybyby generalgeneralgeneralgeneral principlesprinciplesprinciplesprinciples ofofofof CodexCodexCodexCodex LabelingLabelingLabelingLabeling

normsnormsnormsnorms.... TheTheTheThe labelslabelslabelslabels areareareare inininin BanglaBanglaBanglaBangla andandandand EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish

dialectsdialectsdialectsdialects withwithwithwith generalgeneralgeneralgeneral informationinformationinformationinformation onononon BrandBrandBrandBrand Name,Name,Name,Name,

ManufactureManufactureManufactureManufacture details,details,details,details, weight/weight/weight/weight/ volume,volume,volume,volume, pricepricepriceprice andandandand

datedatedatedate ofofofof manufacturemanufacturemanufacturemanufacture.... LabelingLabelingLabelingLabeling ofofofof additivesadditivesadditivesadditives isisisis asasasas perperperper

genericgenericgenericgeneric guidelinesguidelinesguidelinesguidelines.... CurrentlyCurrentlyCurrentlyCurrently BSTIBSTIBSTIBSTI isisisis developingdevelopingdevelopingdeveloping

thethethethe labellinglabellinglabellinglabelling policypolicypolicypolicy....



Labelling Under Labelling Under Labelling Under Labelling Under Bangladesh Pure Bangladesh Pure Bangladesh Pure Bangladesh Pure Food Rules, Food Rules, Food Rules, Food Rules, 1967196719671967

Container of  food which contains preservative shall not be marked “pure”-

the word “Pure” shall not be used on the label of  the container of  any food 

which contains preservative.

No preservative shall be sold for use in food unless the label carries-

• The common name.

• The chemical name.

• The net weight.

• Adequate directions for use in accordance with the limits prescribed for 

such preservatives; and

• The name and address of  the manufacturer. 



Commodity Commodity Commodity Commodity Standards Standards Standards Standards 
Case Case Case Case StudiesStudiesStudiesStudies



1.1.1.1. Instant NoodlesInstant NoodlesInstant NoodlesInstant Noodles

• Under Bangladesh Pure Food Rules,

1967, NO specific standard for Instant

Noodles are prescribed. However,

standards for cereal products, local

products and vermicelli are provided.



2. Carbonated Soft Drinks2. Carbonated Soft Drinks2. Carbonated Soft Drinks2. Carbonated Soft Drinks

• Under The Bangladesh Pure Food Rules

1967 Standards for Non alcoholic

Beverages, which include Aerated water

and Soda water, are prescribed. These

are mandatory and enforced by

government agencies.



3.3.3.3. Prepared Frozen FoodsPrepared Frozen FoodsPrepared Frozen FoodsPrepared Frozen Foods

There are NO standards Under the

Bangladesh Pure Food Rules, 1967,

for Frozen Foods including fish,

meat and poultry products.



4. Cow’s  Milk4. Cow’s  Milk4. Cow’s  Milk4. Cow’s  Milk
• Under The Bangladesh Pure Food Rules
1967, Milk and Products standardization
have been prescribed. These standards
include cow’s milk along with other local
processed milk products manufactured
and traded in the country. All these
standards are mandatory and enforced
by government agencies.



NepalNepalNepalNepal



NepalNepalNepalNepal
• The Federal The Federal The Federal The Federal Democratic Republic Democratic Republic Democratic Republic Democratic Republic 
of  of  of  of  Nepal,Nepal,Nepal,Nepal, is is is is located located located located inininin South South South South AsiaAsiaAsiaAsia in in in in 
thethethethe HimalayasHimalayasHimalayasHimalayas and bordered to the and bordered to the and bordered to the and bordered to the 
north by thenorth by thenorth by thenorth by the People's Republic of  People's Republic of  People's Republic of  People's Republic of  
ChinaChinaChinaChina, and to the south, east, and , and to the south, east, and , and to the south, east, and , and to the south, east, and 
west by thewest by thewest by thewest by the Republic of  IndiaRepublic of  IndiaRepublic of  IndiaRepublic of  India....

• Population of  Population of  Population of  Population of  approximately 27 approximately 27 approximately 27 approximately 27 
million million million million ....

• Nepal Nepal Nepal Nepal is the world's 93rd largest is the world's 93rd largest is the world's 93rd largest is the world's 93rd largest 
country by land country by land country by land country by land massmassmassmass and the 41st and the 41st and the 41st and the 41st 
most populous country. most populous country. most populous country. most populous country. 

• HinduismHinduismHinduismHinduism is is is is practiced practiced practiced practiced by about by about by about by about 
81% of  81% of  81% of  81% of  Nepalese, Nepalese, Nepalese, Nepalese, BuddhismBuddhismBuddhismBuddhism is is is is 
linked historically with Nepal and is linked historically with Nepal and is linked historically with Nepal and is linked historically with Nepal and is 
practiced by 9practiced by 9practiced by 9practiced by 9%,%,%,%,

• Official Language: NepaliOfficial Language: NepaliOfficial Language: NepaliOfficial Language: Nepali



IntroductionIntroductionIntroductionIntroduction

• InInInIn thethethethe coursecoursecoursecourse ofofofof formulatingformulatingformulatingformulating foodfoodfoodfood
regulatoryregulatoryregulatoryregulatory frameworkframeworkframeworkframework inininin NepalNepalNepalNepal inininin
1960196019601960s,s,s,s, manymanymanymany ofofofof thethethethe technicaltechnicaltechnicaltechnical aspectsaspectsaspectsaspects
werewerewerewere referredreferredreferredreferred fromfromfromfrom PreventionPreventionPreventionPrevention ofofofof FoodFoodFoodFood
AdulterationAdulterationAdulterationAdulteration ActActActAct ofofofof IndiaIndiaIndiaIndia orororor PFAPFAPFAPFA....
TheseTheseTheseThese days,days,days,days, thethethethe trendtrendtrendtrend ofofofof updatingupdatingupdatingupdating ofofofof
regulationregulationregulationregulation isisisis mainlymainlymainlymainly guidedguidedguidedguided bybybyby thethethethe
CodexCodexCodexCodex guidelinesguidelinesguidelinesguidelines....



Legislations And Agencies Legislations And Agencies Legislations And Agencies Legislations And Agencies 
Food SafetyFood SafetyFood SafetyFood Safety

Act/RulesAct/RulesAct/RulesAct/Rules andandandand implementingimplementingimplementingimplementing DepartmentsDepartmentsDepartmentsDepartments RelatedRelatedRelatedRelated MinistriesMinistriesMinistriesMinistries
FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct 1966196619661966 DFTQCDFTQCDFTQCDFTQC MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

FoodFoodFoodFood RegulationRegulationRegulationRegulation 1970197019701970 DFTQCDFTQCDFTQCDFTQC MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

ConsumerConsumerConsumerConsumer protectionprotectionprotectionprotection ActActActAct 1998199819981998 DoCDoCDoCDoC MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof CommerceCommerceCommerceCommerce andandandand SuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSupplies

ConsumerConsumerConsumerConsumer protectionprotectionprotectionprotection RulesRulesRulesRules 2000200020002000 DoCDoCDoCDoC MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof CommerceCommerceCommerceCommerce andandandand SuppliesSuppliesSuppliesSupplies
SlaughterhouseSlaughterhouseSlaughterhouseSlaughterhouse andandandand MeatMeatMeatMeat InspectionInspectionInspectionInspection ActActActAct 1998199819981998 DLSDLSDLSDLS MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

SlaughterhouseSlaughterhouseSlaughterhouseSlaughterhouse andandandand MeatMeatMeatMeat InspectionInspectionInspectionInspection RulesRulesRulesRules 2000200020002000 DLSDLSDLSDLS MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

LocalLocalLocalLocal selfselfselfself----governancegovernancegovernancegovernance ActActActAct 1999199919991999 LocalLocalLocalLocal GovtsGovtsGovtsGovts MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof LocalLocalLocalLocal DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment
LocalLocalLocalLocal selfselfselfself----governmentgovernmentgovernmentgovernment RulesRulesRulesRules 2000200020002000 LocalLocalLocalLocal GovtsGovtsGovtsGovts MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof LocalLocalLocalLocal DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment
NepalNepalNepalNepal StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards (Certification(Certification(Certification(Certification mark)mark)mark)mark) ActActActAct 1980198019801980 NBSMNBSMNBSMNBSM MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof IndustriesIndustriesIndustriesIndustries
NepalNepalNepalNepal StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards (Certification(Certification(Certification(Certification mark)mark)mark)mark) RulesRulesRulesRules 1983198319831983 NBSMNBSMNBSMNBSM MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof IndustriesIndustriesIndustriesIndustries
StandardStandardStandardStandard weightsweightsweightsweights andandandand MeasuresMeasuresMeasuresMeasures ActActActAct 1968196819681968 NBSMNBSMNBSMNBSM MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof IndustriesIndustriesIndustriesIndustries
StandardStandardStandardStandard weightsweightsweightsweights andandandand MeasureMeasureMeasureMeasure RulesRulesRulesRules 1978197819781978 NBSMNBSMNBSMNBSM MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof IndustriesIndustriesIndustriesIndustries
AnimalAnimalAnimalAnimal healthhealthhealthhealth andandandand livestocklivestocklivestocklivestock serviceserviceserviceservice actactactact 1998199819981998 DLSDLSDLSDLS MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

AnimalAnimalAnimalAnimal healthhealthhealthhealth andandandand LivestockLivestockLivestockLivestock serviceserviceserviceservice RulesRulesRulesRules 2000200020002000 DLSDLSDLSDLS MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment
BreastBreastBreastBreast feedingfeedingfeedingfeeding substancessubstancessubstancessubstances (Sales(Sales(Sales(Sales &&&& DistributionDistributionDistributionDistribution control)control)control)control) ActActActAct 1992199219921992 DH/DFTQCDH/DFTQCDH/DFTQCDH/DFTQC Ministry of Health & Population. Ministry of Health & Population. Ministry of Health & Population. Ministry of Health & Population. 

//// MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment
Breast feeding substances (Sales & Distribution control) Rules Breast feeding substances (Sales & Distribution control) Rules Breast feeding substances (Sales & Distribution control) Rules Breast feeding substances (Sales & Distribution control) Rules 

1994199419941994Department of HealthDepartment of HealthDepartment of HealthDepartment of Health ////: Department of Food Technology & : Department of Food Technology & : Department of Food Technology & : Department of Food Technology & 
Quality Control.Quality Control.Quality Control.Quality Control.

Ministry of Health & Population. Ministry of Health & Population. Ministry of Health & Population. Ministry of Health & Population. 
////MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

Iodized Salt (Production Sale and Distribution) Act Iodized Salt (Production Sale and Distribution) Act Iodized Salt (Production Sale and Distribution) Act Iodized Salt (Production Sale and Distribution) Act 1999 1999 1999 1999 Department of Department of Department of Department of 
HealthHealthHealthHealth//// Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.

Ministry of Health & Population/ Ministry of Health & Population/ Ministry of Health & Population/ Ministry of Health & Population/ 
////MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

Feed Act Feed Act Feed Act Feed Act 1976197619761976: Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.: Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.: Department of Food Technology & Quality Control.: Department of Food Technology & Quality Control. MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment

PesticidePesticidePesticidePesticide RegulationRegulationRegulationRegulation ActActActAct 1991199119911991 DoADoADoADoA MoADMoADMoADMoAD



Main  Legislation Main  Legislation Main  Legislation Main  Legislation 

• Food Act 2023 (1966Food Act 2023 (1966Food Act 2023 (1966Food Act 2023 (1966)  & )  & )  & )  & Food Rules 2027 (1970Food Rules 2027 (1970Food Rules 2027 (1970Food Rules 2027 (1970).).).).

• The Administrative Authority for Food Act and The Administrative Authority for Food Act and The Administrative Authority for Food Act and The Administrative Authority for Food Act and 
Rules is Ministry of  Agriculture Development.Rules is Ministry of  Agriculture Development.Rules is Ministry of  Agriculture Development.Rules is Ministry of  Agriculture Development.

• NoteNoteNoteNote:::: NepalNepalNepalNepal followsfollowsfollowsfollows HinduHinduHinduHindu calendarcalendarcalendarcalendar ((((BikramBikramBikramBikram
SambatSambatSambatSambat)))) whichwhichwhichwhich isisisis approximatelyapproximatelyapproximatelyapproximately 57575757 yearsyearsyearsyears aheadaheadaheadahead ofofofof
internationalinternationalinternationalinternational calendarcalendarcalendarcalendar.... YearYearYearYear 2027202720272027 inininin NepaliNepaliNepaliNepali
calendarcalendarcalendarcalendar wouldwouldwouldwould bebebebe 1970197019701970 inininin InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational calendarcalendarcalendarcalendar....



• The Food Act provides for definitions of  food and The Food Act provides for definitions of  food and The Food Act provides for definitions of  food and The Food Act provides for definitions of  food and 
food adulteration, administrative infrastructure, food adulteration, administrative infrastructure, food adulteration, administrative infrastructure, food adulteration, administrative infrastructure, 
offences and penalties and establishment of  offences and penalties and establishment of  offences and penalties and establishment of  offences and penalties and establishment of  
Department of  Food Technology and Quality Department of  Food Technology and Quality Department of  Food Technology and Quality Department of  Food Technology and Quality 
Control and setting up of  Food Standardization Control and setting up of  Food Standardization Control and setting up of  Food Standardization Control and setting up of  Food Standardization 
Committee.Committee.Committee.Committee.

• The Food Rules provide for The Food Rules provide for The Food Rules provide for The Food Rules provide for Food Additives, Food Additives, Food Additives, Food Additives, 
Contaminants, Inspections, Contaminants, Inspections, Contaminants, Inspections, Contaminants, Inspections, Method of  Method of  Method of  Method of  Sampling , Sampling , Sampling , Sampling , 
Food Food Food Food Labelling, Labelling, Labelling, Labelling, Use of  Color and Preservatives etcUse of  Color and Preservatives etcUse of  Color and Preservatives etcUse of  Color and Preservatives etc....



Department Food Technology Department Food Technology Department Food Technology Department Food Technology 
And Quality Control (DFTQC)And Quality Control (DFTQC)And Quality Control (DFTQC)And Quality Control (DFTQC)
Website: Www.Dftqc.Gov.Np/Website: Www.Dftqc.Gov.Np/Website: Www.Dftqc.Gov.Np/Website: Www.Dftqc.Gov.Np/

• TheTheTheThe DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment ofofofof FoodFoodFoodFood TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology andandandand QualityQualityQualityQuality ControlControlControlControl
(DFTQC)(DFTQC)(DFTQC)(DFTQC) functioningfunctioningfunctioningfunctioning underunderunderunder MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture
DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment ((((MoADMoADMoADMoAD),),),), GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment ofofofof NepalNepalNepalNepal isisisis thethethethe agencyagencyagencyagency
responsibleresponsibleresponsibleresponsible forforforfor administeringadministeringadministeringadministering thethethethe foodfoodfoodfood controlcontrolcontrolcontrol programmeprogrammeprogrammeprogramme inininin
NepalNepalNepalNepal....

• DFTQCDFTQCDFTQCDFTQC deliversdeliversdeliversdelivers itsitsitsits activitiesactivitiesactivitiesactivities throughthroughthroughthrough threethreethreethree DivisionsDivisionsDivisionsDivisions andandandand twotwotwotwo
sectionssectionssectionssections asasasas givengivengivengiven belowbelowbelowbelow::::

� QualityQualityQualityQuality ControlControlControlControl DivisionDivisionDivisionDivision....
� CentralCentralCentralCentral FoodFoodFoodFood LaboratoryLaboratoryLaboratoryLaboratory....
� FoodFoodFoodFood TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology andandandand TrainingTrainingTrainingTraining DivisionDivisionDivisionDivision....
� NationalNationalNationalNational NutritionNutritionNutritionNutrition ProgrammeProgrammeProgrammeProgramme....
� SPSSPSSPSSPS EnquiryEnquiryEnquiryEnquiry PointPointPointPoint....



The Functions Of  DFTQC, As Specified In Food Act, Are As Follows:The Functions Of  DFTQC, As Specified In Food Act, Are As Follows:The Functions Of  DFTQC, As Specified In Food Act, Are As Follows:The Functions Of  DFTQC, As Specified In Food Act, Are As Follows:

� To analyse appeal (requested) samplesTo analyse appeal (requested) samplesTo analyse appeal (requested) samplesTo analyse appeal (requested) samples....

� To assist the Food Standardisation Board in generating scientific data to To assist the Food Standardisation Board in generating scientific data to To assist the Food Standardisation Board in generating scientific data to To assist the Food Standardisation Board in generating scientific data to 
set Standards for food. set Standards for food. set Standards for food. set Standards for food. 

� To conduct food inspector training program and issue licenses for food To conduct food inspector training program and issue licenses for food To conduct food inspector training program and issue licenses for food To conduct food inspector training program and issue licenses for food 
inspectorsinspectorsinspectorsinspectors....

� To regulate imports of  food products from the perspective of  quality To regulate imports of  food products from the perspective of  quality To regulate imports of  food products from the perspective of  quality To regulate imports of  food products from the perspective of  quality 
controlcontrolcontrolcontrol....

� To facilitate export of  food products from the perspective of  food safety To facilitate export of  food products from the perspective of  food safety To facilitate export of  food products from the perspective of  food safety To facilitate export of  food products from the perspective of  food safety 
and qualityand qualityand qualityand quality....

� To provide laboratory services to food quality control programmes To provide laboratory services to food quality control programmes To provide laboratory services to food quality control programmes To provide laboratory services to food quality control programmes 
including industries and import export trades as requestedincluding industries and import export trades as requestedincluding industries and import export trades as requestedincluding industries and import export trades as requested....



Quality Control DivisionQuality Control DivisionQuality Control DivisionQuality Control Division

This is the division responsible to execute the factions and This is the division responsible to execute the factions and This is the division responsible to execute the factions and This is the division responsible to execute the factions and 
activities specifically focused to food quality control activities specifically focused to food quality control activities specifically focused to food quality control activities specifically focused to food quality control 
(implementation of  Food Act & Regulation). The activities (implementation of  Food Act & Regulation). The activities (implementation of  Food Act & Regulation). The activities (implementation of  Food Act & Regulation). The activities 
include:include:include:include:

• Food Inspection.Food Inspection.Food Inspection.Food Inspection.

• Industry Licencing. Industry Licencing. Industry Licencing. Industry Licencing. 

• Consumer Awareness.Consumer Awareness.Consumer Awareness.Consumer Awareness.

• Food  Standardization And Compliance.Food  Standardization And Compliance.Food  Standardization And Compliance.Food  Standardization And Compliance.



Food Standard Fixation Food Standard Fixation Food Standard Fixation Food Standard Fixation 
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee

ThereThereThereThere isisisis aaaa FoodFoodFoodFood StandardizationStandardizationStandardizationStandardization FixationFixationFixationFixation CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee....
TheTheTheThe majormajormajormajor functionfunctionfunctionfunction ofofofof thethethethe FoodFoodFoodFood StandardisationStandardisationStandardisationStandardisation
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee isisisis totototo makemakemakemake recommendationsrecommendationsrecommendationsrecommendations totototo thethethethe
GovernmentGovernmentGovernmentGovernment onononon thethethethe developmentdevelopmentdevelopmentdevelopment of,of,of,of, orororor amendmentamendmentamendmentamendment totototo
standardsstandardsstandardsstandards takingtakingtakingtaking accountaccountaccountaccount ofofofof CodexCodexCodexCodex practices,practices,practices,practices, scientificscientificscientificscientific
justificationjustificationjustificationjustification andandandand productionproductionproductionproduction practicespracticespracticespractices.... TheTheTheThe BoardBoardBoardBoard isisisis
chairedchairedchairedchaired bybybyby thethethethe SecretarySecretarySecretarySecretary ofofofof thethethethe MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry ofofofof AgricultureAgricultureAgricultureAgriculture
DevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopmentDevelopment andandandand consistsconsistsconsistsconsists ofofofof representativesrepresentativesrepresentativesrepresentatives fromfromfromfrom
severalseveralseveralseveral ministries,ministries,ministries,ministries, industryindustryindustryindustry andandandand consumerconsumerconsumerconsumer associationassociationassociationassociation....



Mandatory Food Standards Mandatory Food Standards Mandatory Food Standards Mandatory Food Standards 
In NepalIn NepalIn NepalIn Nepal

• Generic Standards Generic Standards Generic Standards Generic Standards 

• TheTheTheThe standardsstandardsstandardsstandards ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood commoditiescommoditiescommoditiescommodities
eithereithereithereither commoncommoncommoncommon staplestaplestaplestaple orororor theirtheirtheirtheir products,products,products,products,
areareareare includedincludedincludedincluded inininin thethethethe genericgenericgenericgeneric standardsstandardsstandardsstandards....

• ElevenElevenElevenEleven groupsgroupsgroupsgroups ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood commoditiescommoditiescommoditiescommodities areareareare
includedincludedincludedincluded inininin mandatorymandatorymandatorymandatory standardsstandardsstandardsstandards inininin NepalNepalNepalNepal
–––– TableTableTableTable 1111....



SSSS.... NNNN.... FoodFoodFoodFood GroupGroupGroupGroup No. Of  Food commodityNo. Of  Food commodityNo. Of  Food commodityNo. Of  Food commodity

1111 MilkMilkMilkMilk &&&& MilkMilkMilkMilk ProductsProductsProductsProducts 18181818

2222 FatsFatsFatsFats &&&& OilsOilsOilsOils 16161616

3333 FruitsFruitsFruitsFruits &&&& VegetableVegetableVegetableVegetable ProductsProductsProductsProducts 17171717

4444 SpicesSpicesSpicesSpices &&&& CondimentsCondimentsCondimentsCondiments 22222222

5555 Tea,Tea,Tea,Tea, Coffee,Coffee,Coffee,Coffee, CocoaCocoaCocoaCocoa andandandand theirtheirtheirtheir ProductsProductsProductsProducts 3333

6666 SaltSaltSaltSalt 2222

7777 Cereal,Cereal,Cereal,Cereal, PulsesPulsesPulsesPulses &&&& theirtheirtheirtheir ProductsProductsProductsProducts 23232323

8888 ProcessedProcessedProcessedProcessed DrinkingDrinkingDrinkingDrinking WaterWaterWaterWater 1111

9999 NonNonNonNon----AlcoholicAlcoholicAlcoholicAlcoholic BeverageBeverageBeverageBeverage 1111

10101010 SweeteningSweeteningSweeteningSweetening AgentAgentAgentAgent 3333

11111111 SweetsSweetsSweetsSweets andandandand ConfectionariesConfectionariesConfectionariesConfectionaries 3333

TotalTotalTotalTotal 109109109109

Table 1. Mandatory Standards For Food Table 1. Mandatory Standards For Food Table 1. Mandatory Standards For Food Table 1. Mandatory Standards For Food Commodities Of  Commodities Of  Commodities Of  Commodities Of  NepalNepalNepalNepal



• TheTheTheThe standardsstandardsstandardsstandards sosososo farfarfarfar preparedpreparedpreparedprepared andandandand
executedexecutedexecutedexecuted upupupup totototo nownownownow areareareare publishedpublishedpublishedpublished inininin NepaliNepaliNepaliNepali
LanguageLanguageLanguageLanguage.... ForForForFor specificspecificspecificspecific compositionalcompositionalcompositionalcompositional andandandand
technicaltechnicaltechnicaltechnical parametersparametersparametersparameters thethethethe EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish versionversionversionversion
isisisis alsoalsoalsoalso givengivengivengiven inininin thethethethe bracketsbracketsbracketsbrackets....

• TheTheTheThe needneedneedneed isisisis feltfeltfeltfelt bybybyby thethethethe concernedconcernedconcernedconcerned stakeholdersstakeholdersstakeholdersstakeholders
totototo havehavehavehave anananan authenticallyauthenticallyauthenticallyauthentically translatedtranslatedtranslatedtranslated versionversionversionversion ofofofof
standardsstandardsstandardsstandards inininin EnglishEnglishEnglishEnglish.... FoodFoodFoodFood safetysafetysafetysafety andandandand qualityqualityqualityquality
documentdocumentdocumentdocument beingbeingbeingbeing aaaa regulatoryregulatoryregulatoryregulatory documentdocumentdocumentdocument needsneedsneedsneeds
totototo bebebebe translatedtranslatedtranslatedtranslated bybybyby authorizedauthorizedauthorizedauthorized institutionsinstitutionsinstitutionsinstitutions....
SomeSomeSomeSome effortseffortseffortsefforts couldcouldcouldcould bebebebe expectedexpectedexpectedexpected towardstowardstowardstowards thisthisthisthis
directiondirectiondirectiondirection inininin nearnearnearnear futurefuturefuturefuture....



Laws And Regulations Related To Laws And Regulations Related To Laws And Regulations Related To Laws And Regulations Related To 
Food AdditivesFood AdditivesFood AdditivesFood Additives

• Standard published Standard published Standard published Standard published by by by by Indian PFA Indian PFA Indian PFA Indian PFA 
(now (now (now (now FSSAI) and FSSAI) and FSSAI) and FSSAI) and CODEX  are CODEX  are CODEX  are CODEX  are 
frequently frequently frequently frequently referred standard referred standard referred standard referred standard for for for for 
additives in Nepaladditives in Nepaladditives in Nepaladditives in Nepal....



FlavorsFlavorsFlavorsFlavors
• NONONONO detailsdetailsdetailsdetails onononon qualitativequalitativequalitativequalitative andandandand
quantitativequantitativequantitativequantitative termstermstermsterms areareareare givengivengivengiven inininin
NepaleseNepaleseNepaleseNepalese foodfoodfoodfood standardstandardstandardstandard....

• NaturalNaturalNaturalNatural andandandand artificialartificialartificialartificial flavorsflavorsflavorsflavors inininin
processedprocessedprocessedprocessed foodsfoodsfoodsfoods areareareare referredreferredreferredreferred inininin
CodexCodexCodexCodex andandandand PFAPFAPFAPFA publicationpublicationpublicationpublication....



Processing AidsProcessing AidsProcessing AidsProcessing Aids

• NONONONO specificspecificspecificspecific definitionsdefinitionsdefinitionsdefinitions andandandand
quantitativequantitativequantitativequantitative limitslimitslimitslimits areareareare availableavailableavailableavailable inininin thethethethe
existingexistingexistingexisting FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct andandandand RegulationRegulationRegulationRegulation
regardingregardingregardingregarding processingprocessingprocessingprocessing aidsaidsaidsaids....



Carry OverCarry OverCarry OverCarry Over

NoNoNoNo specificspecificspecificspecific requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements availableavailableavailableavailable
butbutbutbut generallygenerallygenerallygenerally guidedguidedguidedguided bybybyby CodexCodexCodexCodex
requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements....



Functional ClassesFunctional ClassesFunctional ClassesFunctional Classes
• OnlyOnlyOnlyOnly fewfewfewfew classesclassesclassesclasses suchsuchsuchsuch asasasas FoodFoodFoodFood
ColorsColorsColorsColors (natural(natural(natural(natural andandandand artificialartificialartificialartificial),),),),
Preservatives(classPreservatives(classPreservatives(classPreservatives(class IIII andandandand ClassClassClassClass II)II)II)II)
andandandand fewfewfewfew VitaminsVitaminsVitaminsVitamins andandandand MineralsMineralsMineralsMinerals areareareare
givengivengivengiven withwithwithwith quantitativequantitativequantitativequantitative limitslimitslimitslimits inininin
FoodFoodFoodFood RegulationRegulationRegulationRegulation andandandand StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards inininin
NepalNepalNepalNepal....



ColorColorColorColor
• ““““ColorColorColorColor” means any natural or artificial ” means any natural or artificial ” means any natural or artificial ” means any natural or artificial 
colour to be mixed in a food.colour to be mixed in a food.colour to be mixed in a food.colour to be mixed in a food.

• Coal Tar Colours (Synthetic Dyes) Coal Tar Colours (Synthetic Dyes) Coal Tar Colours (Synthetic Dyes) Coal Tar Colours (Synthetic Dyes) Are Are Are Are 
Allowed Allowed Allowed Allowed To Be Used In To Be Used In To Be Used In To Be Used In Food as per Food as per Food as per Food as per food food food food 
specified in schedule 10 specified in schedule 10 specified in schedule 10 specified in schedule 10 onlyonlyonlyonly....



Table 2. List Of  Coal Tar Colours Table 2. List Of  Coal Tar Colours Table 2. List Of  Coal Tar Colours Table 2. List Of  Coal Tar Colours 
Permitted To Be Used In FoodPermitted To Be Used In FoodPermitted To Be Used In FoodPermitted To Be Used In Food

TypeTypeTypeType ColourColourColourColour IndexIndexIndexIndex NoNoNoNo.... 1956195619561956 CommonCommonCommonCommon namenamenamename OtherOtherOtherOther namenamenamename

RedRedRedRed 16185161851618516185 AmaranthAmaranthAmaranthAmaranth FoodFoodFoodFood RedRedRedRed 9999

RedRedRedRed 16255162551625516255 PonceauPonceauPonceauPonceau 4444RRRR

RedRedRedRed 45430454304543045430 ErythrosineErythrosineErythrosineErythrosine FoodFoodFoodFood redredredred 14141414

RedRedRedRed 14720147201472014720 CarmoisineCarmoisineCarmoisineCarmoisine ((((AzoAzoAzoAzo Rubin)Rubin)Rubin)Rubin)

RedRedRedRed 16045160451604516045 FastFastFastFast redredredred EEEE

YellowYellowYellowYellow 19140191401914019140 TartrazineTartrazineTartrazineTartrazine FoodFoodFoodFood yellowyellowyellowyellow 4444

YellowYellowYellowYellow 15985159851598515985 SunsetSunsetSunsetSunset yellowyellowyellowyellow FCFFCFFCFFCF

BlueBlueBlueBlue 73015730157301573015 IndigoIndigoIndigoIndigo carminecarminecarminecarmine FoodFoodFoodFood blueblueblueblue 1111

BlueBlueBlueBlue 42090420904209042090 BrilliantBrilliantBrilliantBrilliant blueblueblueblue FCFFCFFCFFCF

GreenGreenGreenGreen 44090440904409044090 WoolWoolWoolWool greengreengreengreen BBBB....SSSS....

GreenGreenGreenGreen 42053420534205342053 FastFastFastFast greengreengreengreen FCFFCFFCFFCF



Maximum Limit of  Permitted Colour: Maximum Limit of  Permitted Colour: Maximum Limit of  Permitted Colour: Maximum Limit of  Permitted Colour: The aboveThe aboveThe aboveThe above----mentioned Coal Tar Colours mentioned Coal Tar Colours mentioned Coal Tar Colours mentioned Coal Tar Colours 
may be added to any food that is ready for consumption not in excess of  200 may be added to any food that is ready for consumption not in excess of  200 may be added to any food that is ready for consumption not in excess of  200 may be added to any food that is ready for consumption not in excess of  200 
milligram per kilogram.milligram per kilogram.milligram per kilogram.milligram per kilogram.

Restriction on the Use of  Coal Tar Colours: Restriction on the Use of  Coal Tar Colours: Restriction on the Use of  Coal Tar Colours: Restriction on the Use of  Coal Tar Colours: The Coal Tar Colours The Coal Tar Colours The Coal Tar Colours The Coal Tar Colours can be can be can be can be used used used used 
only in the following food:only in the following food:only in the following food:only in the following food:

(1) All kinds of  ice(1) All kinds of  ice(1) All kinds of  ice(1) All kinds of  ice----cream.cream.cream.cream.
(2) Cheese.(2) Cheese.(2) Cheese.(2) Cheese.
(3) Different preparations from egg.(3) Different preparations from egg.(3) Different preparations from egg.(3) Different preparations from egg.
(4) Biscuit, cake, pastry, and other sweets.(4) Biscuit, cake, pastry, and other sweets.(4) Biscuit, cake, pastry, and other sweets.(4) Biscuit, cake, pastry, and other sweets.
(5) Non(5) Non(5) Non(5) Non----alcoholic beverages except tea, coffee, coca cola.alcoholic beverages except tea, coffee, coca cola.alcoholic beverages except tea, coffee, coca cola.alcoholic beverages except tea, coffee, coca cola.
(6) Custard powder.(6) Custard powder.(6) Custard powder.(6) Custard powder.
(7) Jelly powder.(7) Jelly powder.(7) Jelly powder.(7) Jelly powder.
(8) Processed or preserved fruits and green vegetables.(8) Processed or preserved fruits and green vegetables.(8) Processed or preserved fruits and green vegetables.(8) Processed or preserved fruits and green vegetables.
(9) Soup powder.(9) Soup powder.(9) Soup powder.(9) Soup powder.
(10) Flavouring agents.(10) Flavouring agents.(10) Flavouring agents.(10) Flavouring agents.

Prohibition of  the use of  Coal Tar Colours: Prohibition of  the use of  Coal Tar Colours: Prohibition of  the use of  Coal Tar Colours: Prohibition of  the use of  Coal Tar Colours: Even the specified Coal Tar Colours Even the specified Coal Tar Colours Even the specified Coal Tar Colours Even the specified Coal Tar Colours 
are are are are not allowed to be used in any food to be eaten after cooking.not allowed to be used in any food to be eaten after cooking.not allowed to be used in any food to be eaten after cooking.not allowed to be used in any food to be eaten after cooking.



Natural Colours Natural Colours Natural Colours Natural Colours 
Allowed To Be Used In FoodAllowed To Be Used In FoodAllowed To Be Used In FoodAllowed To Be Used In Food

TypeTypeTypeType ColourColourColourColour IndexIndexIndexIndex CommonCommonCommonCommon NameNameNameName

YellowYellowYellowYellow 75757575....120120120120 AnnatoAnnatoAnnatoAnnato

----dodododo---- 75757575....130130130130 CarotineCarotineCarotineCarotine orororor β----carotinecarotinecarotinecarotine

----dodododo---- 75757575....100100100100 SaffronSaffronSaffronSaffron

----dodododo---- ---- RiboflavinRiboflavinRiboflavinRiboflavin orororor lactoflavinlactoflavinlactoflavinlactoflavin

----dodododo---- 75757575....150150150150 TurmericTurmericTurmericTurmeric orororor curcumincurcumincurcumincurcumin

----dodododo---- ---- LentophilLentophilLentophilLentophil

GrayGrayGrayGray ---- CaramelCaramelCaramelCaramel

RedRedRedRed 75757575....470470470470 Cochineal,Cochineal,Cochineal,Cochineal, carminecarminecarminecarmine orororor carminecarminecarminecarmine

acidacidacidacid

----dodododo---- ---- Ratanjot,Ratanjot,Ratanjot,Ratanjot, hamatoxilinhamatoxilinhamatoxilinhamatoxilin

----dodododo---- ---- ArrayalArrayalArrayalArrayal (atsin)(atsin)(atsin)(atsin)

----dodododo---- 75757575....520520520520 Alkanet,Alkanet,Alkanet,Alkanet, alkalinealkalinealkalinealkaline

GreenGreenGreenGreen 75757575....810810810810 ChlorophyllChlorophyllChlorophyllChlorophyll



There are restriction There are restriction There are restriction There are restriction on use of  Inorganic on use of  Inorganic on use of  Inorganic on use of  Inorganic 
Colors and PigmentsColors and PigmentsColors and PigmentsColors and Pigments

No No No No inorganic inorganic inorganic inorganic colors colors colors colors or or or or pigments are pigments are pigments are pigments are 
permitted to be used in food permitted to be used in food permitted to be used in food permitted to be used in food 
preparations.preparations.preparations.preparations.



Use Of  Preservative In Food Use Of  Preservative In Food Use Of  Preservative In Food Use Of  Preservative In Food 

First Class PreservativesFirst Class PreservativesFirst Class PreservativesFirst Class Preservatives

• Common Common Common Common salt.salt.salt.salt.

• Sugar/sugar Sugar/sugar Sugar/sugar Sugar/sugar candy.candy.candy.candy.

• DextroseDextroseDextroseDextrose....

• GlucoseGlucoseGlucoseGlucose....

• Wood Wood Wood Wood smoke.smoke.smoke.smoke.

• SpicesSpicesSpicesSpices....

• Vinegar Vinegar Vinegar Vinegar or acetic acid.or acetic acid.or acetic acid.or acetic acid.

• HoneyHoneyHoneyHoney....

• HopsHopsHopsHops, and, and, and, and

• AlcoholAlcoholAlcoholAlcohol....

Second Class PreservativesSecond Class PreservativesSecond Class PreservativesSecond Class Preservatives

• Sodium or potassium Sodium or potassium Sodium or potassium Sodium or potassium 
nitrites.nitrites.nitrites.nitrites.

• Benzoic Benzoic Benzoic Benzoic acid and salts acid and salts acid and salts acid and salts 
thereof.thereof.thereof.thereof.

• Sulphurous Sulphurous Sulphurous Sulphurous acid and acid and acid and acid and 
sulphur dioxide.sulphur dioxide.sulphur dioxide.sulphur dioxide.



The quantities of  preservatives and the 
food in which they can be used have been 
mentioned in the Rules. 

The use of  more than one Second Class 
Preservative in any food is prohibited.



Vitamins And MineralsVitamins And MineralsVitamins And MineralsVitamins And Minerals

• Vitamins and Minerals are allowed Vitamins and Minerals are allowed Vitamins and Minerals are allowed Vitamins and Minerals are allowed 
to be added in foods and the limits to be added in foods and the limits to be added in foods and the limits to be added in foods and the limits 
have been prescribed.have been prescribed.have been prescribed.have been prescribed.



Labelling RequirementsLabelling RequirementsLabelling RequirementsLabelling Requirements

• Where Where Where Where a color or a preservative is added to a food, any statement or a color or a preservative is added to a food, any statement or a color or a preservative is added to a food, any statement or a color or a preservative is added to a food, any statement or 
any kind of  symbol or sign indicating such addition any kind of  symbol or sign indicating such addition any kind of  symbol or sign indicating such addition any kind of  symbol or sign indicating such addition has be has be has be has be mentioned mentioned mentioned mentioned 
on the labelon the labelon the labelon the label....

• TTTThe he he he label of  a food claimed to contain vitamins, minerals or other label of  a food claimed to contain vitamins, minerals or other label of  a food claimed to contain vitamins, minerals or other label of  a food claimed to contain vitamins, minerals or other 
nutritional nutritional nutritional nutritional substances substances substances substances have to specify it on the label.have to specify it on the label.have to specify it on the label.have to specify it on the label.

There are following provisions:There are following provisions:There are following provisions:There are following provisions:

(a)  One (a)  One (a)  One (a)  One shall not claim that a food sold by him/her contains such shall not claim that a food sold by him/her contains such shall not claim that a food sold by him/her contains such shall not claim that a food sold by him/her contains such 
vitamins vitamins vitamins vitamins and/or other nutritional substances without and/or other nutritional substances without and/or other nutritional substances without and/or other nutritional substances without 
specifying specifying specifying specifying the same on the label of  that foodthe same on the label of  that foodthe same on the label of  that foodthe same on the label of  that food....

((((b) b) b) b) An An An An advertisement or publicity statement shall not mention advertisement or publicity statement shall not mention advertisement or publicity statement shall not mention advertisement or publicity statement shall not mention 
that that that that a food contains such vitamins and/or other nutritional a food contains such vitamins and/or other nutritional a food contains such vitamins and/or other nutritional a food contains such vitamins and/or other nutritional 
substances substances substances substances without specifying the quantity of  such vitamins without specifying the quantity of  such vitamins without specifying the quantity of  such vitamins without specifying the quantity of  such vitamins 
and/or and/or and/or and/or other nutritional substances.other nutritional substances.other nutritional substances.other nutritional substances.



RevisionRevisionRevisionRevision

• TheTheTheThe originaloriginaloriginaloriginal FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct doesdoesdoesdoes notnotnotnot covercovercovercover thethethethe
mandatorymandatorymandatorymandatory requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements andandandand regulationregulationregulationregulation
mechanismsmechanismsmechanismsmechanisms forforforfor functionalfunctionalfunctionalfunctional foods,foods,foods,foods,
neutraceuticalsneutraceuticalsneutraceuticalsneutraceuticals,,,, GMGMGMGM foodsfoodsfoodsfoods andandandand manymanymanymany
otherotherotherother dimensionsdimensionsdimensionsdimensions ofofofof newernewernewernewer foodfoodfoodfood
processingprocessingprocessingprocessing technologiestechnologiestechnologiestechnologies.... ToToToTo addressaddressaddressaddress
thesethesethesethese issues,issues,issues,issues, thethethethe existingexistingexistingexisting FoodFoodFoodFood ActActActAct hashashashas totototo
bebebebe replacedreplacedreplacedreplaced withwithwithwith newernewernewernewer version,version,version,version, whichwhichwhichwhich
hashashashas alreadyalreadyalreadyalready beenbeenbeenbeen drafteddrafteddrafteddrafted andandandand isisisis underunderunderunder thethethethe
processprocessprocessprocess ofofofof promulgationpromulgationpromulgationpromulgation bybybyby legislaturelegislaturelegislaturelegislature....



Nepal Bureau Of  Standards And Metrology Nepal Bureau Of  Standards And Metrology Nepal Bureau Of  Standards And Metrology Nepal Bureau Of  Standards And Metrology 
(NBSM) Under Ministry of  Industry(NBSM) Under Ministry of  Industry(NBSM) Under Ministry of  Industry(NBSM) Under Ministry of  Industry

• BesidesBesidesBesidesBesides DepartmentDepartmentDepartmentDepartment ofofofof FoodFoodFoodFood TechnologyTechnologyTechnologyTechnology
andandandand QualityQualityQualityQuality Control,Control,Control,Control, NepalNepalNepalNepal BureauBureauBureauBureau ofofofof
StandardsStandardsStandardsStandards andandandand MetrologyMetrologyMetrologyMetrology hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen alsoalsoalsoalso
workingworkingworkingworking inininin thethethethe fieldfieldfieldfield ofofofof foodfoodfoodfood qualityqualityqualityquality
assuranceassuranceassuranceassurance.... ItItItIt providesprovidesprovidesprovides voluntaryvoluntaryvoluntaryvoluntary qualityqualityqualityquality
certificationcertificationcertificationcertification markmarkmarkmark calledcalledcalledcalled NSNSNSNS....

• ThereThereThereThere areareareare 106106106106 standardsstandardsstandardsstandards forforforfor foodfoodfoodfood
productsproductsproductsproducts andandandand 13131313 forforforfor foodfoodfoodfood packagingpackagingpackagingpackaging
MaterialsMaterialsMaterialsMaterials....



Case StudiesCase StudiesCase StudiesCase Studies



1111. Instant Noodles. Instant Noodles. Instant Noodles. Instant Noodles

• ThereThereThereThere areareareare standardsstandardsstandardsstandards forforforfor InstantInstantInstantInstant noodlenoodlenoodlenoodle ....

• ItItItIt meansmeansmeansmeans thethethethe productproductproductproduct preparedpreparedpreparedprepared fromfromfromfrom refinedrefinedrefinedrefined
wheatwheatwheatwheat flourflourflourflour whichwhichwhichwhich isisisis cookedcookedcookedcooked inininin thethethethe shapeshapeshapeshape ofofofof
curledcurledcurledcurled orororor twistedtwistedtwistedtwisted threadthreadthreadthread orororor inininin anyanyanyany otherotherotherother shapeshapeshapeshape....
TheTheTheThe productproductproductproduct maymaymaymay containscontainscontainscontains vegetablevegetablevegetablevegetable oil,oil,oil,oil,
seasonings,seasonings,seasonings,seasonings, eggs,eggs,eggs,eggs, mushrooms,mushrooms,mushrooms,mushrooms, vegetables,vegetables,vegetables,vegetables,
chickenchickenchickenchicken orororor itsitsitsits extract,extract,extract,extract, shrimpshrimpshrimpshrimp etcetcetcetc.... andandandand maymaymaymay bebebebe
addedaddedaddedadded withwithwithwith permittedpermittedpermittedpermitted flavorflavorflavorflavor.... TheTheTheThe productproductproductproduct shallshallshallshall
notnotnotnot containcontaincontaincontain anyanyanyany moldmoldmoldmold andandandand insectinsectinsectinsect infestations,infestations,infestations,infestations,
partspartspartsparts orororor whole,whole,whole,whole, andandandand shallshallshallshall meetmeetmeetmeet thethethethe specifiedspecifiedspecifiedspecified
requirementsrequirementsrequirementsrequirements::::----



2. 2. 2. 2. Processed MilkProcessed MilkProcessed MilkProcessed Milk

• ThereThereThereThere areareareare standardsstandardsstandardsstandards forforforfor ProcessedProcessedProcessedProcessed milkmilkmilkmilk....

• ProcessedProcessedProcessedProcessed milkmilkmilkmilk meansmeansmeansmeans thethethethe liquidliquidliquidliquid milkmilkmilkmilk containingcontainingcontainingcontaining
notnotnotnot lesslesslessless thanthanthanthan 3333....0000 percentpercentpercentpercent milkmilkmilkmilk fatfatfatfat andandandand 8888....0000 percentpercentpercentpercent
milkmilkmilkmilk----solidsolidsolidsolid----notnotnotnot----fatfatfatfat (SNF)(SNF)(SNF)(SNF) bybybyby adjustingadjustingadjustingadjusting eithereithereithereither orororor notnotnotnot
bybybyby thethethethe partialpartialpartialpartial removalremovalremovalremoval ofofofof milkmilkmilkmilk fatfatfatfat andandandand eithereithereithereither orororor
notnotnotnot bybybyby thethethethe solubilizationsolubilizationsolubilizationsolubilization ofofofof skimmedskimmedskimmedskimmed milkmilkmilkmilk powderpowderpowderpowder
andandandand processedprocessedprocessedprocessed bybybyby pasteurizationpasteurizationpasteurizationpasteurization orororor sterilizationsterilizationsterilizationsterilization....
TheTheTheThe milkmilkmilkmilk processedprocessedprocessedprocessed bybybyby pasteurizationpasteurizationpasteurizationpasteurization processprocessprocessprocess
cancancancan bebebebe labeledlabeledlabeledlabeled asasasas "pasteurized"pasteurized"pasteurized"pasteurized milk"milk"milk"milk" andandandand thatthatthatthat
processedprocessedprocessedprocessed bybybyby sterilizationsterilizationsterilizationsterilization cancancancan bebebebe labeledlabeledlabeledlabeled asasasas
"sterilized"sterilized"sterilized"sterilized milk"milk"milk"milk"....



3. Carbonated  Water 3. Carbonated  Water 3. Carbonated  Water 3. Carbonated  Water 

• ThereThereThereThere areareareare standardsstandardsstandardsstandards forforforfor CarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonated WaterWaterWaterWater
((((nonalcoholicnonalcoholicnonalcoholicnonalcoholic beveragebeveragebeveragebeverage))))....

• CarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonatedCarbonated WaterWaterWaterWater (nonalcoholic(nonalcoholic(nonalcoholic(nonalcoholic
beverage)meansbeverage)meansbeverage)meansbeverage)means thethethethe beveragebeveragebeveragebeverage preparedpreparedpreparedprepared bybybyby
mixingmixingmixingmixing oneoneoneone orororor moremoremoremore ingredientsingredientsingredientsingredients whichwhichwhichwhich isisisis
packedpackedpackedpacked andandandand sealedsealedsealedsealed inininin bottlebottlebottlebottle orororor cancancancan
impregnatedimpregnatedimpregnatedimpregnated withwithwithwith carboncarboncarboncarbon dioxidedioxidedioxidedioxide underunderunderunder
pressurepressurepressurepressure....



4. Frozen Foods4. Frozen Foods4. Frozen Foods4. Frozen Foods

• There are no provisions for Frozen There are no provisions for Frozen There are no provisions for Frozen There are no provisions for Frozen 
Foods.Foods.Foods.Foods.
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